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“ Y O U  C A N N O T  E S C A P E  T H E  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y
O F  T O M O R R O W  B Y  E V A D I N G  I T  T O D A Y . ”

Abraham Lincoln

R O B E R T  L .  D U E R K S E N ,  M . D .
S e p t e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 3 0 - D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 1 0

This Final Report of the Fresno County Grand Jury, 2009-2010
is lovingly dedicated to the memory of Dr. Bob.

It was our pleasure to have served with him on the 
Fresno County Grand Jury during 2009-2010.

His wisdom, insight and perspective were invaluable to us 
and he will be missed.
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At the beginning of the term of the 2009-2010 Grand Jury, the members were advised 
that being a member of a grand jury is a position of honor and great responsibility.  
It calls for diligence, impartiality, courage, and the exercise of calm and considered 
judgment.  At the outset of their service, they were also advised that the Grand Jury will 
make an important contribution to local government, and that the judges of the Fresno
County Superior Court appreciate and value their service.

This Grand Jury has continued the fine tradition of their predecessors, and their 
enthusiastic and dedicated work is sincerely appreciated.  The leadership and 
dedication of the foreperson, Vonda Epperson, must be noted, acknowledged 
and praised.  Several new and innovative procedures were adopted this year, which 
will enhance the operations of future grand juries in this county. The foreperson, along 
with all members, performed this service with minimal monetary compensation, for
travel and a small per diem allowance.

All citizens residing in Fresno County are invited and welcome to apply for the 
responsible position of serving as a grand juror and to continue this important function 
of public service.
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June 30, 2010

To the residents of Fresno County:

Each July, nineteen civic-minded citizens are sworn in to serve as Fresno County Grand
Jurors for the next fiscal year.  I have had the privilege to serve with eighteen of Fresno 
County’s best over the past year.

Our oaths were given to us in June 2009 by Fresno County’s Presiding Judge, the
Honorable M. Bruce Smith and we immediately began work on July 1, 2009.

We began the year by attending training presented by the California Grand Jurors’ 
Association.  Our training lasted for two days and was held in Visalia.

We had a busy and production year.  Our grand jury worked between sixty and eighty
hours per month and produced twelve reports for the year.

We also participated in eleven tours of the following facilities:

 •  United States District Courthouse
 •  Pleasant Valley State Prison
 •  Claremont Custody Center
 •  Fresno County Jail
 •  Juvenile Justice Center
 •  Dickey Youth Center
 •  Craycroft Youth Center
 •  Fresno City Public Works Center
 •  EMS Dispatch Center
 •  The Presort Center
 •  Hamilton Elections Facility

At all of these facilities we were welcomed and presented with an informative tour.

Our grand jury had six working committees. Those committees were: Criminal Justice, 
chair, Gary Gladding; City/County, chair, Lew Pond; Health/Human Services chair, 



Dave Martin; Schools/Library, chair, Deborah Brannon; Special Districts, chair, Rod 
Coburn; and Editing, chair, Vonda Epperson.  All of our members were actively involved 
on our committees, sometimes serving on multiple committees at once.

The 2009-2010 grand jury was privileged to receive an extensive education on city and 
county government from approximately thirty officials and from our tours of government 
operations.

Our work could not have been done without the support of Presiding Judge M. Bruce 
Smith and County Counsel Arthur Wille who meticulously went over reports before 
publication to the public.  Their support was invaluable and appreciated. We could not 
have operated as efficiently without the help and assistance of Deputy District Attorney, 
John Savrnoch, who provided us with outstanding legal assistance and guidance. Last but 
certainly not least, we depended on Sherry Spears, Court Division Manager and Juror and 
Public Services Media Coordinator. She gave us her guidance, advice, and counsel and 
always with a smile.

Special recognition must be given to two of our members who provided help and 
assistance far and above what was expected.  During the report editing process, juror 
Jim Vaux performed all data entry, conversions and formatting while sorting through 
changes from multiple drafts often with two or more jurors talking at once.  Our recording 
secretary, Rod Coburn provided extraordinary meeting minutes with acute attention to 
detail and accuracy.  We often referred to his minutes in clarifying our decisions.

It has been a privilege for all of us to serve the citizens of Fresno County this past year.

Sincerely,

Vonda J. Epperson, Foreperson
Fresno County Grand Jury 2009-2010
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FRONT ROW (Left to Right)
Ray Rivera, Deborah Brannon, Rowena Hustedde, Vonda Epperson, 

Elizabeth Cantu, Susan Hayashi, Gary Greenberg

MIDDLE ROW (Left to Right)
Robert Issacs, Elvin Dau, Robert Duerksen, Dave Martin, Gary Hanoian, Rick Barclay

BACK ROW (Left to Right)
Mark Vaughan, Jim Vaux, Craig Cooper, Rod Coburn, D.D.S., Gary Gladding, Lew Pond

MISSION STATEMENT

The Fresno County Grand Jury serves as the ombudsman for citizens of Fresno County. The 
primary function of the Grand Jury, and the most important reason for its existence, is the 
examination of all aspects of county government and special districts assuring honest,
efficient government in the best interests of the people.

Their responsibilities include receiving and investigating complaints regarding county 
government and issuing reports. A Grand Jury Final Report is issued in June of each year. 
Grand Jurors generally serve for one year although the law provides for holdovers for a
second year to assure a smooth transition. 

2009-2010 GRAND JURY
THE COUNTY of  FRESNO 
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FRESNO COUNTY GRAND JURY
1100 VAN NESS AVENUE, ROOM 102

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93721

COMPLAINT FORM

COMPLAINTS WILL NOT BE PROCESSED WITHOUT A SIGNATURE.

ALL COMPLAINTS RECEIVED BY THE GRAND JURY ARE CONFIDENTIAL

Date:

Your Name:

Home Address:

City, State & Zip:

Telephone Number: Home (     )   Work (     )

BRIEF SUMMARY OF COMPLAINT - Include dates of events, names of officials, other
persons, city/county departments and agencies involved.  (Attach additional sheets if 
necessary).

The information contained on this form is true, correct, complete to the best of my knowledge.

Signature:  Date:

You will receive written acknowledgment of this complaint after it is received and reviewed by
the Grand Jury.  This complaint is to be mailed to the address shown above.

vii
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