
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

 

 Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

 

 

The Probate Examiner’s Office recommends approval of the following Probate matters:   

18 16CEPR00832 Sandra Whitlock (Estate) 

 

The following matters are continued: 

16 16CEPR00773 Virginia Replogle (Det. Succ) 

 

The following matters are off calendar: 

3 08CEPR00570 Barbara G. Yell (CONS/PE) 

 

Appearance of counsel is recommended for all remaining Probate matters set for hearing. 

Thank you.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

1 Manuel Choperena Jr. (Estate)   Case No.  06CEPR00048 
Attorney   Roberts, Gregory J. (for Administrator Anita Choperena) 

   

   Status RE: Proof of Funds in Blocked Account 

DOD: 11/27/05 ANITA CHOPERENA is Administrator with bond 

of $700,000.00. 

 

Administrator’s First Amended Second and 

Final Account and Report was settled on 

8/2/16 and the Court ordered that the 

$280,538.13 distribution to minor heir Peter 

Choperena be placed into two separate 

insured blocked accounts (due to FDIC 

insurance limits).  

 

Two Orders to Deposit Money Into Blocked 

Account were signed along with the final 

order, one for $140,000.00 to be deposited 

with Chase Bank and the other for 

$140,538.13 to be deposited with Wells Fargo 

Bank. 

 

On 8/19/16, a “Receipt on Distribution” was 

filed indicating receipt by the minor heir and 

his mother of the $280,564.71. However, 

Examiner Notes noted that the Court ordered 

the funds placed into a blocked account for 

the minor, not distributed to the minor or 

parent. Therefore, a Receipt and 

Acknowledgment of Order for the Deposit of 

Money Into Blocked Account (Mandatory 

Judicial Council Form MC-356) reflecting 

deposits as ordered was still needed. 

 

On 9/2/16, one receipt was filed (Wells Fargo 

Bank only); however, the receipt indicates 

that the title on the account is “Estate of 

Manuel Choperena” rather than the minor. 

Examiner notes noted that this is incorrect, as 

the account should be titled solely in the 

minor’s name. The other receipt (Chase Bank) 

has not been filed. 

 

Status report filed 9/2/16 detailed the 

difficulties he has had in opening the 

accounts and in obtaining the minor’s social 

security number to do so from the mother of 

the minor. See report for details. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 

 

Minute Order 10/4/16: Counsel 

represents that Wells Fargo 

would not open the account 

for Ms. Choperena, but they 

have a meeting with a bank 

official on 10/12/16 to address 

the issue. 

 

Status report filed 10/18/16 

states the Administrator has 

now received updated letters 

reflecting her current married 

name in order to deposit the 

minor’s share into blocked 

accounts for him. Accordingly, 

Attorney Roberts requests an 

additional 30 days to allow 

sufficient time for the 

completion of her duties and 

the filing of her ex parte 

petition for final discharge. 

 

Note: Updated Letters issued 

10/18/16. 

 

1. Need receipts for blocked 

accounts re distribution to 

minor heir Peter 

Choperena. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

2 Thomas Alloway (CONS/PE)   Case No.  06CEPR00855 
Attorney: Heather H. Kruthers (for Petitioner/Conservator Public Guardian)  

   

 Second and Final Account and Report of Conservator; Petition for 

 Allowance of Compensation to Conservator and Attorney; for Authorization 

 to Sell Personal Property. 

DOD: 11/5/15 PUBLIC GUARDIAN, Conservator, is 

petitioner. 

 

Account period:     9/1/07 – 11/5/15 

Accounting  - $186,333.40 

Beginning POH - $  3,218.68 

Ending POH  - $  1,926.31 

 

Subsequent account period: 

11/6/15 – 7/19/16 

 

Accounting   - $10,782.57 

Beginning POH - $ 1,926.31 

Ending POH  - $ 9,526.77 

 

Conservator  - $4,876.96 

(26.26 Deputy hours @ $96/hr and 31 

Staff hours @ $76/hr) 

 

Attorney  - $1,250.00 (less 

than allowed per Local Rule) 

 

Bond fee  - $225.00 (o.k.) 

 

Petitioner prays for an Order: 

1. Approving, allowing and settling 

the second and final account; 

2. Authorizing the conservator and 

attorney fees and commissions; 

3. Payment of the bond fee; 

4. Authorize petitioner to sell the 

personal property of the estate.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Petition states that the IRS has 

asserted a claim on the estate. 

After payment of the allowed 

commissions, fees, costs and 

the claim there will be no 

assets to distribute to the 

deceased conservatee’s heirs.  

The prayer in the petition does 

not request distribution of 

remaining assets to the IRS; 

however the order does. 

 

2. Summary of account (for 

9/1/07 – 11/5/15) fails to 

include non-cash assets in the 

credits in the sum of $274.55; 

however they are listed in the 

schedules and when added to 

the summary the accounting 

balances.   
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

3 Barbara G. Yell (CONS/PE)     Case No.  08CEPR00570 
 

Attorney Ruth P. Lind (for Conservator Linda S. Davis) 

   

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Proof of Increased Bond 

 LINDA S. DAVIS, daughter and 

Conservator of the Person and Estate, 

filed a Fifth Account and Report of 

Conservator on 6/20/2016. 

Minute Order dated 8/1/2016 from the 

hearing on the Fifth Account set a status 

hearing on 9/6/2016 for the filing of proof 

of increased bond by the Conservator. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

 

OFF CALENDAR 
Proof of Bond filed 10/18/2016 

 

 

Continued from 10/4/2016. Minute 

Order states counsel requests 

additional time; the Court indicates 

that the matter may not be 

continued further. 
 

Note for background: Minute Order 

dated 9/6/2016 from the previous 

status hearing states counsel 

represents that her assistant whom 

normally takes care of bonds has 

been on leave, and upon realizing 

that this matter was approaching, 

counsel contacted the 

Conservator, but has not yet 

received a call back; she requests 

30 days. 

 

The following issue from the 

previous hearing remains: 

 

1. Need proof of $459,073.30 bond 

to be filed with the Court. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

4 Jesus Estrada (GUARD/PE) Case No. 08CEPR01012 
    

Attorney Heather H. Kruthers (for Petitioner Public Guardian) 

 

 Third Account Current and Report of Guardian and Petition for Allowance  

 of Compensation to Guardian and Attorney 

 PUBLIC GUARDIAN, Guardian of the Estate, is 

Petitioner. 

 

~Please see Petition for details~ 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Note: Court will set Status 

Hearing as follows: 

 

 Thursday, August 30, 

2018 at 9:00 a.m. in 

Department 303 for the 

filing of the third 

account. 

 

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if 

the required documents are 

filed 10 days prior to the 

hearings on the matter the 

status hearing will come off 

calendar and no 

appearance will be 

required. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

5 Cain Blanco, Trinity Blanco and Vanity Blanco (GUARD/P)  

          Case No.  11CEPR00659 
Petitioner: Oriana S. Blanco (pro per) 

Guardian: Rosemary Blanco (pro per) 
   

  Petition for Termination of Guardianship 

 ORIANA S. BLANCO, mother, is 

petitioner.  

 

  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 7/12/16.  Minute 

order states mother is to contact 

Court Investigator when she moves 

into her new housing.  The Court 

orders the Court Investigator to go 

see the new housing about one 

month before hearing.   

 

The Court Investigator filed a 

Supplemental Report on 10/24/16.  

 

 

1. The proofs of service for the 

guardian, the grandparents and 

the minors does not include the 

name and address of the person 

serving the notices.  The proof of 

service does include a signature 

but the signature is illegible.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

6 Jade Estelle Whatley (GUARD/P)  Case No.  12CEPR00012 
Petitioner: Dennis Kee (Pro per - Father) 

  

 Petition for Termination of Guardianship 

 DENNIS KEE, JR. father, is petitioner.  

 

DENNIS KEE, SR (DOD: 1/29/2015) and LINDA 

KEE, paternal grandparents were 

appointed co-guardians on 5/5/2012 – 

mailed service 8/26/2016 

 

 

Please see petition for details. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

1. Need proof of service at 

least 15 days before the 

hearing of the Notice of 

Hearing or consents and 

waiver of notice for: 

a. Angela Whatley (mother) 

– unless the Court waives 

notice 

2. Need proof of service at 

least 15 days before the 

hearing of the Notice of 

Hearing or consents and 

waiver of notice or 

declarations of due 

diligence for: 

a. Maternal grandparents 

(unknown/not listed) 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

7 Petra Cowling (CONS/PE) Case No. 13CEPR00507 
  

Attorney  Heather H. Kruthers (for Petitioner Public Guardian, Conservator) 

 

 Second Account Current and Report of Conservator and Petition for  

 Allowance of Compensation to Conservator and Attorney 

 PUBLIC GUARDIAN, Conservator, is 

Petitioner. 

 

~Please see Petition for details~ 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 
 

Note: Court will set status hearing 

as follows: 

 

 Wednesday, October 3, 2018 

at 9:00 a.m. in Department 

303, for the filing of the fourth 

account. 

 

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the 

required documents are filed 10 

days prior the date set the status 

hearing will come off calendar 

and no appearance will be 

required.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

8 Dale Jay Smith (Estate) Case No.  15CEPR00433 
Attorney   Mele, James J. (for Administrator Sandra Ann Smith) 

  

  Order to Show Cause 

DOD: 4/11/15  SANDRA ANN SMITH, Spouse, was 

appointed Administrator with Full IAEA 

without bond and Letters issued on 

6/2/15. 

 

At hearing on 6/2/15, the Court set a 

status hearing for the filing of the first or 

final account on 9/13/16. 

 

Final I&A filed 6/30/16 consists of a one-

third undivided interest in real property 

valued at $250,000. 

 

On 9/13/16, there were no 

appearances and the Court set this 

Order to Show Cause as to James Mele 

as to why he should not be sanctioned 

for his failure to appear, and to Sandra 

Smith as to why she should not be 

removed for her failure to file the first or 

final account. Both are ordered to be 

personally present or present via 

CourtCall on 10/25/16. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need First Account or Petition for 

Final Distribution per Probate 

Code §12200 or written status 

report per Local Rule 7.5. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

9 Angelo D. Cordisco Family Trust    Case No.  15CEPR00441 
 

Petitioner Heather H. Kruthers (for Public Administrator, Successor Trustee) 
 

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Filing of the First Account 

 PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR was appointed Successor Trustee 

by Minute Order dated 6/16/2015 from the hearing on the 

Petition to Remove Trustee to Appoint Public Administrator 

and to Compel Trustee to Account filed by ANTHONY J. 

CORDISCO on 4/23/2015. 
 

Minute Order dated 6/30/2015 from the status hearing 

regarding providing documents to the Public Administrator 

set a status hearing on 8/30/2016 for the filing of the first 

account of the Trust, and states that no appearance is 

necessary at the status hearing if the account is filed at 

least two court days prior. 
 

Status Report Regarding First Account filed 10/18/2016  

 There This trust administration is not ready to close; there 

is civil litigation still ongoing as a result of a vehicular 

accident involving the Deceased Trustor’s business; his 

Trust assets may be liable for any judgment resulting 

from that litigation; 

 Public Administrator has attempted to make contact 

with the attorney for the business, but he has received 

no return communication; he will continue to try to get 

updates; 

 The Trust owns property in Humboldt County that must 

be sold; the referee from that County provided an 

appraisal, and the Public Administrator will work on 

selling it; 

 Two of the three non-marital/non-charitable 

beneficiaries, sons Anthony and Angelo, cannot 

receive any of their distributions until age 25, at which 

time they get 10% of their shares. They get an additional 

30% after age 30 and the remainder after age 40. 

Anthony turns 23 on 10/19/2016 and Angelo turns 20 on 

10/24/2016; 

 The third beneficiary, wife Margaret, appears to have 

sold real property and spent up to $150,000 of the 

proceeds, even though she is only entitled to receive 

1/3 of the Trust distribution; the Public Administrator will 

likely file a surcharge petition against her; 

 The Public Administrator requests that this status hearing 

be set out one year to allow time for the Humboldt sale, 

the business litigation and the surcharge petition. There 

is no harm to the Trust or the beneficiaries from this 

delay. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 

8/30/2016.  

 

1. Need proof of 

service of the 

Status Report 

Regarding First 

Account 

pursuant to 

Local Rule 

7.5(B). 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

10A Angel Smith, Shamontay Jones, and Faith Nutt (GUARD/P)  

Case No.  15CEPR00450 
Petitioner   Smith, Hollistine (Pro Per – Paternal Grandmother – Petitioner) 
  

  Petition for Appt of Guardian of the Person  

 See petition for details. NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Note: This petition is for Angel only.  
 

Note: Page B is a petition for 

guardianship of Shamontay and 

Faith filed by Precious Henry, a 

cousin. 
 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 
 

2. Need proof of personal service 

of Notice of Hearing with a copy 

of the petition at least 15 days 

prior to the hearing per Probate 

Code §1511 or consent and 

waiver of notice or declaration 

of due diligence on: 

- Elliott Smith (Father) 

- Deshawn Nutt (Mother) 
 

3. Need proof of service of Notice 

of Hearing with a copy of the 

petition at least 15 days prior to 

the hearing per Probate Code 

§1511 or consent and waiver of 

notice or declaration of due 

diligence on: 

- Earnest Smith (Paternal 

Grandfather) 

- Edward Nutt (Maternal 

Grandfather) 

- Ann Nutt (Maternal 

Grandmother) 

- Siblings age 12 or older 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

10B Angel Smith, Shamontay Jones, and Faith Nutt (GUARD/P)  
Case No.  15CEPR00450 

Petitioner   Henry, Precious (Pro Per – Cousin – Petitioner) 
   

  Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person 

 See petition for details. NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 
COMMENTS: 
 
Note: This petition is for 
Shamontay and Faith only.  
 
Note: Page A is a petition for 
guardianship of Angel filed by 
Angel’s paternal grandmother, 
Hollistine Smith. 
 
1. Need Confidential Guardian 

Screening Form GC-212. 
 

2. Need Notice of Hearing. 
 

3. Need proof of personal 
service of Notice of Hearing 
with a copy of the petition at 
least 15 days prior to the 
hearing per Probate Code 
§1511 or consent and waiver 
of notice or declaration of 
due diligence on: 
- Shamont Jones (Father) 
- Randy Hubbard (Father) 
- Deshawn Nutt (Mother) 

 

4. Need proof of service of 
Notice of Hearing with a copy 
of the petition at least 15 
days prior to the hearing per 
Probate Code §1511 or 
consent and waiver of notice 
or declaration of due 
diligence on: 
- All paternal grandparents 
- Edward Nutt (Maternal 
Grandfather) 
- Ann Nutt (Maternal 
Grandmother) 
- Siblings age 12 or older 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

11 Mariah Martin and Kayla Brown (GUARD/P) Case No.  15CEPR00879 
 

Guardian Bonni Cabrera (Pro Per, half-sister) 

 

 Probate Status Hearing Re: Proof of Psychologist for Counseling and Visitation 

 BONNI CABRERA, half-sister, was appointed Guardian 

on 2/23/2016; Letters issued 2/24/2016. 

 

~Please see case file for details~ 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 9/13/2016.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

12 Craig D. Zuccarini (Estate)     Case No.  16CEPR00417 

 
Attorney David A. Roberts (for Lisa Nilmeier, Administrator) 

   

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Filing of the Final Inventory and Appraisal 

DOD: 3/11/2016 LISA NILMEIER, cousin by marriage, was 

appointed as Administrator with full IAEA with 

bond of $ 200,000.00. 

 

Proof of Bond in the sum of $200,000.00 was 

filed on 6/14/2016. 

 

Letters issued on 6/15/2016. 

 

 

Pursuant to Probate Code § 8800(b), Final 

Inventory and Appraisal was due 10/15/2016.  

 

 

Minute Order dated 5/26/2016 from the 

hearing on the petition for letters of 

administration set the matter for a Status 

Hearing on 10/25/2016 for filing of the final 

inventory and appraisal. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Final Inventory and 

Appraisal pursuant to 

Probate Code § 8800(b), 

or verified Status Report 

and proof of service of 

notice of the Status 

Hearing pursuant to Local 

Rule 7.5(B). 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

13 Emma Lang (GUARD/E)     Case No.  16CEPR00433 
Attorney   Amador, Catherine A (for Alma Lousberg – Guardian/Mother)  

Probate Status Hearing RE: Receipt for Blocked Account 

 ALMA LOUSBERG, mother, was 

appointed Guardian of the Estate, with 

all cash assets to be placed into a 

blocked account and the Court 

notified within 7 days, on 07/06/2016. 

 

Letters issued on 07/07/2016.  

 

For Background: Minor is the sole heir to 

her deceased father, John Lang’s 

estate.  On 09/06/2016 the Court 

granted the Petition to Determine 

Succession in case no. 16CEPR00367.  

Pursuant to the order the minor is to 

receive a check in the amount of 

$35.00 from Bank of America and a 

check in the amount of $428.75 from 

Payless Brakes and Tires.   

 

The minute order of 09/06/2016 

regarding the Petition to Determine 

Succession, case no. 16CEPR00367, set 

this Status Hearing for the filing of the 

Receipt for Blocked Account.   

Minute Order states in part: The Court 

orders that the related case, 

16CEPR00433 be set for status on 

09/27/2016 regarding the receipt for 

blocked account, and a copy of the 

minute order be placed into said 

related case.   

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Minute Order of 09/27/2016: Counsel 

represents that her client is having a 

difficult time getting the $35.00 from 

Bank of America, but she has 

obtained the $428.75 check.  The 

Court directs Counsel to have her 

client get the chick she has in her 

possession and deposit it forthwith.   

 

1. Need Receipts for Blocked 

Account or current written status 

report pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 

which states in all matters set for 

status hearing verified status 

reports must be filed no later than 

10 days before the hearing.  

Status Reports must comply with 

the applicable code 

requirements.  Notice of the status 

hearing, together with a copy of 

the Status Report shall be served 

on all necessary parties.   
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

14 Kiana Esquibel (GUARD/P)    Case No.  16CEPR00594 
Attorney  Arroyo, Cynthia A. (Esther Esquibel - Petitioner - Maternal Grandmother)  
 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person  

 NO TEMPORARY REQUESTED 

 

ESTHER ESQUIBEL, maternal 

grandmother, is petitioner.  

 

Please see petition for details 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

Minute Order of 09/13/2016: Matter is 

continued due to the service 

defects.   

1. Need proof of personal service 

fifteen (15) days prior to the 

hearing of the Notice of Hearing 

along with a copy of the Petition 

for Appointment of Guardian or 

consent and waiver of notice for: 

 Jaime Diaz (Father) – 

Unless the Court dispenses 

with notice.  

Note: Declaration of Due Diligence 

filed 06/13/2016. Declarations filed 

10/19/16 state the father’s address in 

El Salvador has just been obtained 

and Notice of Hearing with a 

consent form has been mailed. 
 

2. Need proof of service fifteen (15) 

days prior to the hearing of the 

Notice of Hearing along with a 

copy of the Petition for 

Appointment of Guardian or 

consent and waiver of notice or 

for: 

 Felipe Maldonado 

(Maternal Grandfather) – 

Unless the Court dispenses 

with notice.  

Note: Declaration of Due Diligence 

filed 09/01/2016. Declarations filed 

10/19/16 include further diligence 

and information that Felipe 

Maldonado is in Mexico, address not 

found. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

15 Katie Romero, Demmie Romero (GUARD/P) Case No.  16CEPR00726 
Petitioner   Rico, Terry B. (Pro Per – Paternal Grandmother – Petitioner) 

  

 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person  

 See petition for details. NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

All notice issues have been 

cured. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

16 Virginia Replogle (Det. Succ)    Case No.  16CEPR00773 
Petitioner   Replogle, George (Pro Per – Petitioner – Son)  

Petitioner   Wallace, Teresa M. (Pro Per – Petitioner – Daughter)  

Petitioner   Replogle, Anthony S. (Pro Per – Petitioner – Son)  

Petitioner  Replogle, Edward E. (Pro Per – Petitioner – Son)  
Petition to Determine Succession to Real Property and Personal Property 

DOD: 05/19/2016  GEORGE REPLOGLE, TERESA M. 

WALLACE, ANTHONY S. REPLOGLE, 

EDWARD E. REPLOGLE, children, are 

petitioners.   

 

40 days since DOD 

 

No other proceedings – see Examiner 

Note #1 

 

I&A – See Examiner Note #3 

 

Decedent died intestate  

 

Petitioners request the Court 

determination that decedent’s 100% 

interest in real property located at 

$2724 E. Sussex Way, Fresno Ca. pass 

to George Replogle, Teresa M. 

Wallace, Anthony S. Replogle, Edward 

E. Replogle pursuant to intestate 

succession.   

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Continued to 01/03/2017 per 

Petitioners’ request.  
 

The deficiencies with the pleadings include, 

but are not limited to, the following:   
 

1. #6 (a) of the petition is marked regarding 

there are no other proceedings of the 

decedent’s estate is being conducted or 

has been conducted in California 

however #6(b) is also marked regarding 

decedent’s personal representative’s 

consent to use the procedure provided in 

by Probate Code 13150; this statement is 

contradictory.  Need clarification.  
 

2. 9a(3) or #9a(4) of the petition was not 

answered regarding registered domestic 

partner.  
 

3. 9a(7) or #9a(8) of the petition was not 

answered regarding issue of predeceased 

child. 
 

4. Need Inventory and Appraisal completed 

by Probate Referee.  
 

5. Order is incomplete.  Order must be 

specific as to the real property and 

personal property being distributed. Need 

new order.   
 

6. Order does not include the specific interest 

to real property distributed to each of the 

petitioners.  Need new order.   
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

17 Patricia E. Canton (CONS/PE)   Case No.  16CEPR00825 
Petitioner   Canton, Alan (Pro Per – Former Spouse – Petitioner) 

Attorney   Istanboulian, Flora (Court appointed for proposed Conservatee) 

Attorney   Kruthers, Heather (for Public Guardian – Temporary Conservator) 
 

 Status RE: Competing Petition and Report from the Public Guardian 

 TEMP (PG) EXPIRES 10/25/16 

 

ALAN CANTON, Former Spouse, filed a 

petition for appointment as Conservator of 

the Person and Estate on 8/9/16. 

 

At hearing on 8/22/16, the Court appointed 

the FRESNO COUNTY PUBLIC GUARDIAN as 

Temporary Conservator of the Person and 

Estate. 

 

At hearing on 9/13/16, the Court set this 

status hearing. 

 

Minute Order 9/13/16: Noah Canton objects 

for the record and requests time to file a 

petition. The Court orders that any 

objections are to be filed and properly 

served no later than 10/10/16, or the Court 

reserves the right to disallow late filings. The 

Court further orders that if a competing 

petition is filed timely, it may also be set for 

10/25/16. The temporary Letters of the Public 

Guardian are extended, and include the 

authority to move the Conservatee as 

needed. 

 

Declaration of Deputy Public Guardian Anita 

Harper re Conservatee’s Placement and 

Welfare was filed 10/21/16. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 

 

If the PG is appointed on a 

permanent basis:  

 

1. Need Order and Letters 

 

2. Need Capacity Declaration 

in support of medical consent 

powers and dementia 

medication and placement 

powers under Probate Code 

§§ 2355 and 2356.5. 

 

Note: The Court will set status 

hearings as follows: 
 

- Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2017 for filing 

the Inventory and Appraisal 
 

- Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2018 for filing 

the first account 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

18 Sandra Whitlock (Estate)    Case No.  16CEPR00832 
Attorney   Pape, Jeffrey B. (for Heather Calandra – Petitioner – Daughter) 
 Petition for Letters of Administration with IAEA 

DOD: 06/27/2016  HEATHER CALANDRA, daughter, is petitioner 

and requests appointment as Administrator 

without bond.  

 

All heirs waive bond  

 

Full IAEA – o.k.  

 

Decedent died intestate  

 

Residence: Fresno   

Publication: The Fresno Bee  

 

Estimated value of the Estate: 

Personal property  -  $5,000.00  

Real property   -  $200,000.00 

Less encumbrances   - $135,000.00 

Total    -  $70,000.00  

 

Probate Referee: Steven Diebert  

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

Note: If the petition is granted status 

hearings will be set as follows:  

• Tuesday, 03/21/2017 at 

9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for the filing 

of the inventory and appraisal 

and  

• Tuesday, 12/19/2016 at 

9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for the filing 

of the first account and final 

distribution.   

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the required 

documents are filed 10 days prior to the 

hearings on the matter the status hearing 

will come off calendar and no 

appearance will be required.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

19 Laila Atkinson (GUARD/P)    Case No.  16CEPR00877 
 

Petitioner   Tony Richard Perez (Pro Per, paternal great-uncle) 

Petitioner   Travis John Stephenson (Pro Per, spouse of paternal great-uncle) 

 

  Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person 

 TEMPORARY EXPIRES 10/25/2016 

 

RICHARD PEREZ, paternal great-

uncle, and TRAVIS STEPHENSON, 

spouse of paternal great-uncle, 

are Petitioners. 

 

Declaration filed by Petitioners 

on 9/1/2016. 

 

Court Investigator’s Report was 

filed on 10/18/2016. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Note Re Visitation Order: Minute Order dated 

8/31/2016 from the hearing on the 

temporary petition states the petition is 

granted upon the representation of 

petitioners that parents have made threats 

to remove the child. The Court orders that 

there shall be no visits for either parent until 

they appear before the Court. 

 
 

1. Need proof of service by mail of the 

Notice of Hearing with a copy of the 

Petition for Appointment of Guardian, or 

Consent to Appointment of Guardian 

and Waiver of Notice, or a Declaration of 

Due Diligence, for: 

 Sylvia Perez, paternal grandmother, if 

Court does not find substantial 

compliance per Proof of Personal 

Service filed 8/29/2016, which omits 

the date of service and lists only the 

time. 

 Dolly Bernal-Perez, maternal 

grandmother; 

 maternal grandfather. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

20 Jocelyn Palafox (GUARD/P)    Case No.  16CEPR00889 
 

Petitioner Carlos Palafox (Pro Per, maternal grandfather) 

Petitioner Rosalinda Palafox (Pro Per, maternal grandmother) 

   

 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person 

 NO TEMPORARY REQUESTED 

CARLOS PALAFOX and ROSALINDA 

PALAFOX, maternal grandparents, are 

Petitioners. 

 

~Please see Petition for details~ 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need proof of personal service 

of the Notice of Hearing with a 

copy of the Petition for 

Appointment of Guardian, or 

Consent to Appointment of 

Guardian and Waiver of 

Notice, or a Declaration of Due 

Diligence, for: 

 Virginia Palafox, mother;  

 Manuel Mondragon, Jr., father. 

 

2. Need proof of service by mail 

of the Notice of Hearing with a 

copy of the Petition for 

Appointment of Guardian, or 

Consent to Appointment of 

Guardian and Waiver of 

Notice, or a Declaration of Due 

Diligence, for: 

 Diana [last name 

unknown], half-sibling, if 

age 12 or over; 

 Half-sibling [name 

unknown], if age 12 or over. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

21 William Ernest Padfield (Estate)   Case No.  16CEPR00962 
Attorney   Pascuzzi, Susan L. (for Dan Walter Padfield – Petitioner – Son)  

Petition for Probate of Lost Original Will and for Letters Testamentary: 

Authorization to Administer Under IAEA 

DOD: 09/02/2016  DAN WALTER PADFIELD, son/named Executor 

without bond, is petitioner.  

 

Full IAEA – o.k.  

 

Lost Will dated: 11/25/1997  

 

Residence: Auberry  

Publication: The Business Journal  

 

Estimated value of the Estate: 

Personal property  -  $100,000.00  

Real property   -  $250,000.00 

Total    -  $350,000.00  

 

Probate Referee: Steven Diebert  

 

Declaration of Dan Walter Padfield Re: Due 

Diligence to Locate Lost Original Will filed 

09/27/2016 sates:  

 Petitioner states he located copies of the 

Wills dated 11/251997, for both his father 

(decedent) and his mother, in a file 

cabinet in their bedroom where he knew 

his parents kept their Wills.  With the Wills a 

letter was located which stated the 

originals were on file with William R. 

McPike, Esq.   

 In the same folder was a previous Will 

which had been marked as an outdated 

Will also created by William R. McPike, Esq.  

In the folder petitioner also located powers 

of attorney created in 2005 with the billing 

for services rendered which only included 

services for creating the powers of 

attorney and did not include any charges 

for preparation of the Wills.   

 In the same file folder was petitioner’s 

mother’s death certificate.  Petitioner’s 

mother was deceased on 02/27/2016.  

Therefore the file folder of important 

documents had been recently 

maintained by the petitioner’s father 

(decedent).  

Please see additional page 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Probate Code § 8223 provides a 

petition for probate of a lost or 

destroyed will shall include a 

written statement of the 

testamentary words or their 

substance. If the will is proved, the 

provisions of the will shall be set 

forth in the order admitting the will 

to probate. Pursuant to Probate 

Code § 8223, need revised 

proposed order containing the 

provisions of the lost Will (i.e., a 

copy of the Will attached to the 

order with signature line included 

on the last page of the Will for the 

Court’s approval.)  

Note: If the petition is granted status 

hearings will be set as follows:  

• Tuesday, 03/21/2017 at 

9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for the 

filing of the inventory and 

appraisal and  

• Tuesday, 12/19/2016 at 

9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for the 

filing of the first account and 

final distribution.   

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the 

required documents are filed 10 days 

prior to the hearings on the matter the 

status hearing will come off calendar 

and no appearance will be required.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

21(additional page) William Ernest Padfield (Estate) Case No.  16CEPR00962 

Continued from previous page:  

 After petitioner’s mother passed away, his father confirmed he had a Will and talked about doing 

a trust, but after diligent search, no other estate planning documents were located in his home.   

 The copy of the Will dated 11/25/1997 correctly states how petitioner’s parents would have 

wanted their estate to be distributed.   

 Petitioner has no reason to believe there were any new estate planning documents prepared 

since 11/25/1997 or that his father would have revoked the Will dated 11/25/1997.   

 

Declaration of Susan L. Pascuzzi, Esq. Re: Lost Original Will filed 09/14/2016 states she contacted 

William McPike, Esq., who maintained the original Will in his office at the time the Will was created.  

William McPike, Esq., advised Attorney Pascuzzi via email that he has not maintained an office since 

around 2000, and all his files were turned over to Marc Stefano, Esq.  Per the information available on 

the California State Bar Association’s website, Marc Stefano, Esq. is deceased.  An email has been 

sent to the estate planning bar through Sally Ladd to ascertain if anyone is aware who may be in 

possession of Mr. Stefano’s files.  If information becomes available for the original Will is located, Ms. 

Pascuzzi states she will advise the Court or lodge the original with the Clerk of the Court.   
  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

22 Bob Alexander Karle (Estate)    Case No.  16CEPR00963 
Petitioner   Rodriguez, Cynthia A (Pro Per – Daughter)  
 Petition for Probate of Will and for Letters Testamentary 

Authorization to Administer under the IAEA 

DOD: 08/22/2016  CYNTHIA A. RODRIGUEZ, daughter/named 

executor without bond, is petitioner.  

 

Full IAEA – o.k.  

 

Will dated: 05/16/2015  

 

Residence: Sanger  

Publication: The Sanger Herald  

 

Estimated value of the Estate: 

Personal property  -  $72,000.00  

Real property   -  $160,000.00  

Total    -  $232,000.00  

 

Probate Referee: Rick Smith  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

Note: If the petition is granted status 

hearings will be set as follows:  

• Tuesday, 03/21/2017 at 

9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for the filing 

of the inventory and appraisal 

and  

• Tuesday, 12/19/2016 at 

9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for the filing 

of the first account and final 

distribution.   

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the required 

documents are filed 10 days prior to the 

hearings on the matter the status hearing 

will come off calendar and no 

appearance will be required.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

23 David Daniel Cardena (F/Birth)    Case No.  16CEPR01037 
 

Petitioner David Daniel Cardena (Pro Per) 

 

   Petition to Establish Fact of Birth 

 DAVID DANIEL CARDENA is Petitioner. 

 

 

~Please see Petition for details~ 

 

 

Declaration in Support of Petition to Establish Fact, 

Time, and Place of Birth filed 10/11/2016. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

1 Gregory Petrogonas (Estate)        Case No. 06CEPR01375    
Attorney  Knudson, David N. (for Administrator Paul A. Dictos) 

 

Case Status 

DOD: 11/23/06 PAUL A. DICTOS was appointed 

Administrator with Limited IAEA and bond 

of $100,000; Letters issued 1/30/07. 

 

Administrator’s First Account covering 

1/31/07-10/31/08 was settled 3/2/09. 

 

Administrator filed a Second Account 

covering 11/1/08-11/14/13 on 8/8/16. 

 

At hearing on 10/11/16, the Court set this 

status hearing for the filing of an Amended 

Second Account due to various issues 

noted in the Examiner Notes. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

  

OFF CALENDAR 
 

Amended Account filed 10/20/16 

is set for hearing on 11/21/16 in 

Dept. 54 at 8:30 am. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

2A Penny Elizabeth Slaton (GUARD/P)   Case No.  13CEPR00870 
 

Attorney Terri L. McCracken (for Petitioners Amie Eliza Visser and Jay Matthew Visser) 

Attorney Julia Ann Brungess (for Co-Guardians Roy Oken and Doreen Oken)    

   Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person 

 TEMPORARY DENIED ON 8/23/2016 

 

JAY VISSER and AMIE VISSER, non-

relatives, are Petitioners.  

 

 

~Please see Petition for details~ 

 

Court Investigator filed on 9/14/2016 

Department of Social Services Social 

Worker Report. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

This matter will be heard at 

8:30 a.m. in Department 54.  

 

Note: A Petition for Termination of 

Guardianship filed 9/16/2016 by ROY 

OKEN and DOREEN OKEN, Co-

Guardians, is set for hearing on 

11/15/2016. 

 

The following defects regarding the 

petition for appointment of guardian 

filed by Jay Visser and Ammie Visser 

remain: 

1. Proof of Service by Mail filed 

10/12/2015 shows notice was 

served to ELIZABETH SLATON 

(mother) in C/O of another 

person. Court may require direct 

notice pursuant to CA Rule of 

Court 7.51(a)(1) and (2), to be 

directly served to the mother for 

notice of the Petition for Removal 

pursuant to Probate Code §§ 

 

2. Need proof of service by mail of 

the Notice of Hearing with a copy 

of the Petition for Appointment of 

Guardian, or Consent to 

Appointment of Guardian and 

Waiver of Notice, or a 

Declaration of Due Diligence, for: 

 Zachary Bluestone, half-sibling, 

if age 12 or over; 

 Evan Bluestone, half-sibling, if 

age 12 or over. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

2B Penny Elizabeth Slaton (GUARD/P)   Case No.  13CEPR00870 
 

Attorney Terri L. McCracken (for Petitioners Amie Eliza Visser and Jay Matthew Visser) 

Attorney Julia Ann Brungess (for Guardians Roy Oken and Doreen Oken, non-relatives) 
    

 Petition for Removal of Guardians Pursuant to Probate Code Section 2650(J) 

 JAY VISSER and AMIE VISSER, non-

relatives, are Petitioners.  

 

~Please see Petition for details~ 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

This matter will be heard at 8:30 

a.m. in Department 54.  
 

Note Re Pending Petition: A Petition for 

Termination of Guardianship filed 

9/16/2016 by Roy Oken and Doreen 

Oken is set for hearing on 11/15/2016. 
 

1. Proof of Service by Mail filed 

10/12/2015 shows notice was served 

to ELIZABETH SLATON (mother) in 

C/O of another person. Court may 

require direct notice pursuant to CA 

Rule of Court 7.51(a)(1) and (2), to 

be directly served to the mother for 

notice of the Petition for Removal 

pursuant to Probate Code §§ 1460, 

1510(c)(1), and 2652. 
 

2. Pursuant to Probate Code §§ 1460, 

1510, and 2652 (i.e., section1510(c) 

requires notice to ward’s relatives 

within the second degree), the 

Court may require proof of service 

by mail of notice for ZACHARY 

BLUESTONE, half-sibling, if age 12 or 

over, and EVAN BLUESTONE, half-

sibling, if age 12 or over. 
 

3. Need proposed order pursuant to 

Local Rule 7.1.1(F), which provides a 

proposed order shall be submitted 

with all pleadings that request relief. 
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