
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

 

ATTENTION 
 

Probate cases on this calendar are currently under review by the 

probate examiners.  Review of some probate cases may not be 

completed and therefore have not been posted.   

 

If your probate case has not been posted please check back again later.  

 

Thank you for your patience. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

 2 Oliver L. Coppedge (Estate) Case No. 02CEPR00226 
 

 Atty Kruthers, Heather H., of County Counsel’s Office (for Petitioner Public Administrator) 
 

 Final and Final Account and Report of Successor Administrator of Insolvent Estate  

DOD: 12/17/1999  PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR, Successor Administrator 

appointed by Court on 10/4/2013, is Petitioner. 

Petitioner states: 

 MARK COPPEDGE, son, was appointed personal 

representative on 4/10/2002, having listed in the 

petition that there existed in the estate $57,500.00 in 

personal property; 

 On 10/4/2013, 11 ½ years later, Attorney DAVID SILVA 

reports to the Court that he has been unable to 

contact Mark Coppedge, and that the only asset was 

the house; 

 The Court removed Mark Coppedge [per Minute 

Order dated 10/4/2013, Judge Hamilton], appointed 

the Public Administrator as successor, and relieved 

Attorney Silva of further involvement in this matter; 

 Based on the representation that there was real 

property, the Public Administrator spent time 

researching, only to find that the Decedent had sold 

the real property to his son, Mark Coppedge, in 1990, 

9 ½ years before the Decedent died; 

 Petitioner prepares this final report and petition for 

discharge of an insolvent estate 14 ½ years after the 

Decedent died; 

 Decedent left a Will dated 6/7/1988, disposing of 

property within the subject matter jurisdiction of this 

Court; however, there is no estate to distribute to the 

devisees; 

 It is unknown if notice was given to the Director of 

Health Services pursuant to Probate Code § 9202 or if 

the Decedent received Medi-Cal benefits; 

 There never were assets of the estate; the estate is in 

a condition to be closed;  

 No compensation is sought by Petitioner and 

Petitioner’s Attorney; there is no estate from which to 

pay any Court fees or costs. 

Petitioner prays that the final report be settled, allowed 

and approved, that all acts and proceedings of Petitioner 

as successor administrator be confirmed and approved, 

and that the Public Administrator be discharged as 

Administrator of the Estate. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 

 

Note: Proof of Service 

by Mail filed 5/22/2014 

shows the Department 

of Health Care 

Services was mailed 

notice of this hearing 

on 5/22/2014, which 

appears to be a 

satisfactory attempt to 

rectify the lack of 

Petitioner’s knowledge 

of whether notice was 

ever sent to the 

Department of Health 

at the inception of this 

estate or at any time 

thereafter. 

 
Note to Judge: For 

background on Attorney 

Silva’s being relieved 

from further involvement, 

Mr. Silva’s Status Report 

filed 9/27/2013 indicates 

not only his inability to 

contact Mark 

Coppedge, but also his 

having been declared 

ineligible to practice law 

by the State Bar. Mark 

Coppedge appears to 

have been deceased 

since 12/29/2011 per 

internet search. 

 

 

 

Cont. from   

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

✓ Verified  

 Inventory N/

A 

 PTC  

✓ Not.Cred.  

✓ Notice of 

Hrg 

W/ 

 Aff.Mail  

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv.  

 Conf. 

Screen 

 

 Letters  

 Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video 

Receipt 

 

 CI Report  

✓ 9202 DOH 

unknown; 

✓ Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by: LEG 

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on: 6/5/14 

 UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation:  

SUBMITTED 

✓ FTB Notice  File 2 - Coppedge 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

3 Erma Evans (Estate) Case No. 02CEPR00333 
 Atty Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Administrator)   
 Final Report of Successor Administrator of Insolvent Estate 

 

DOD: 3-12-02 PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR, Successor 

Administrator, is Petitioner. 

 

Both the Former Executor Dolores Evans 

and her attorney Stanton Levy are 

deceased.  

 

The Public Administrator explained in 

the status report filed 1-24-14 that the 

real property was sold in 2002 and the 

proceeds were distributed to the three 

beneficiaries: Dolores Evans, Julie 

Smith, and Michael Evans.  

 

At this time, Dolores Evans is deceased, 

the whereabouts of Michael Evans are 

unknown, and Julie Smith made no 

objections. 

 

It is unknown if notice was given to DHS 

by the former Executor; however, 

Notice of Hearing was served. 

 

No compensation is requested. 

 

Petitioner prays that this final report be 

settled, allowed and approved as filed 

and all acts and proceedings of the 

successor administrator be confirmed 

and approved, and that the Public 

Administrator be discharged, and for 

such other and further orders as the 

court considers just and proper. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

 Verified  

 Inventory  

 PTC  

 Not.Cred.  

 Notice of 

Hrg 

 

 Aff.Mail w 

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv.  

 Conf. 

Screen 

 

 Letters  

 Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video 

Receipt 

 

 CI Report  

 9202  

 Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by: skc 

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on: 6-4-14 

 UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation:   

 FTB Notice  File  3 - Evans 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

 4 Terry Lee Mooney (Estate) Case No. 03CEPR00658 
 Atty Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Administrator – successor administrator/Petitioner)   
 Final Report of Successor Administrator of Insolvent Estate 

DOD: 04/18/04 PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR, successor administrator, is 
Petitioner. 
 
Decedent died intestate. 
 
No Creditor’s Claims have been filed. 
 
Final I & A filed 09/26/03 indicated an estate value of 
$130,000.00 consisting of real property ($125,000.00) 
and personal property ($5,000.00). 
 
Petitioner doesn’t know what happened to the 
personal property. The real property was sold in 
December 2003 for $127,600.00 by the former 
administrator. 
 
Petitioner states that there are no assets in their 
possession.  Petitioner was appointed 10 years after 
the real property of the estate was sold.  Petitioner 
found an address for the former administrator, Terri 
Brown, and sent a letter requesting that she call, but 
there has been no response.  The Public 
Administrator does not expect to receive any assets, 
therefore the estate is in a condition to be closed. 
 
Terri Brown is the sole heir of the estate. 
 
Petitioner nor its attorney is requesting compensation 
for their services. 
 
Petitioner states that the former administrator and 
sole heir, Terri Brown, either gave away or kept the 
estate assets, including the sale proceeds of the real 
property.  By doing so, and failing to account to this 
Court, she has breached her fiduciary duty.  
Therefore, she should be surcharged the full amount 
listed on the Inventory & Appraisal ($130,000).  
Although there are no creditor’s, attorney Gregory 
Roberts represented Ms. Brown and would be 
entitled to a statutory fee for his services.  The 
surcharge should be assigned to him so that he may 
collect that debt. 
 
Petitioner prays for an Order: 
1. Settling, allowing and approving the final report 

as filed and approving and confirming all acts 
and proceedings of petitioner as administrator; 

2. Finding that Terri Brown, as former administrator, is 
personally liable to the estate for the amount of 
$130,000.00; 

3. Assigning the surcharge to attorney Gregory 
Roberts; and  

4. Bringing the administration of this estate to a 
close and discharging Petitioner as the successor 
administrator. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 
 

 

 

Cont. from   

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

 Verified  

 Inventory  

 PTC  

 Not.Cred.  

 Notice of Hrg  

 Aff.Mail w/ 

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv.  

 Conf. Screen  

 Letters 07/29/03 

 Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video Receipt  

 CI Report  

 9202  

 Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by: JF 

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on:  06/05/14 

 UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation:   

 FTB Notice  File  4 - Mooney 

 4 

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

 5 Evelyn Viola Christensen (Estate) Case No. 05CEPR00479   

 Atty Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Administrator – Successor Administrator/Petitioner)   

 Final Report of Successor Administrator of Insolvent Estate 

DOD: 03/16/05 PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR, Successor 
Administrator, is Petitioner. 
 
Decedent died testate leaving a will dated 
06/07/88.  There is no estate to distribute to the 
devisees. 
 
Creditor’s Claim of DHS filed 08/08/05 in the 
amount of $260,350.10, dismissed 10/30/07. 
 
Inventory & Appraisal filed 07/29/05 listed 
property assets in the amount of $145,000.00.  
Reappraisal in May 2007 listed the value at 
$150,000.00.  The real property was sold in 
August 2007 for $85,000.00 by the former 
administrator.  Petitioner does not know what 
happened to the sale proceeds. 
 
The Public Administrator has no estate assets in 
their possession and do not expect to receive 
any assets.  The estate is therefore in a 
condition to be closed. 
 
The sole heir, pursuant to the will, is Edna Davis, 
the former administrator. 
 
Neither petitioner nor his attorney seeks 
compensation for their services. 
 
Petitioner states that the former administrator 
and sole heir, Edna Davis, either gave away or 
kept the estate assets, including the sale 
proceeds of the real property.  By doing so, 
and failing to account to this Court, she has 
breached her fiduciary duty.  Therefore, she 
should be surcharged the full amount listed on 
the Inventory & Appraisal ($145,000.00).  
Although there are no creditor’s, attorney 
James Vallis represented Ms. Davis and would 
be entitled to a statutory fee for his services.  
The surcharge should be assigned to him so 
that he may collect that debt. 
 
Petitioner prays for an Order: 
5. Settling, allowing and approving the final 

report as filed and approving and 
confirming all acts and proceedings of 
petitioner as administrator; 

6. Finding that Edna Davis, as former 
administrator, is personally liable to the 
estate for the amount of $145,000.00; 

7. Assigning the surcharge to attorney James 
Vallis; and  

8. Bringing the administration of this estate to 
a close and discharging Petitioner as the 
successor administrator. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need proof of service by 

mail at least 15 days before 

the hearing of Notice of 

Hearing for James Vallis.   

 

2. Declaration of Due 

Diligence filed 05/14/14 

states that the current 

addresses for Edna Davis 

and other persons entitled 

to notice are unknown and 

efforts to locate new 

addresses have been 

unsuccessful.  If diligence is 

not found Need proof of 

service by mail at least 15 

days before the hearing of 

Notice of Hearing for 

a. Edna Davis 

b. Denise Davis 

c. Terry Davis 

d. Sharon Booth 

 

 

 

Cont. from   

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

 Verified  

 Inventory  

 PTC  

 Not.Cred.  

 Notice of 

Hrg 

 

 Aff.Mail w/ 

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv.  

 Conf. 

Screen 

 

 Letters 07/12/05 

 Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video 

Receipt 

 

 CI Report  

 9202  

 Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by: JF 

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on:  06/05/14 

 UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation:   

 FTB Notice  File  5 - Christensen 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

 6 David Meisel (Estate) Case No. 11CEPR00167 

 Atty Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Administrator – Successor Administrator/Petitioner)   

 Final Report of Successor Administrator of Insolvent Estate 

DOD: 02/21/09 PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR, Successor 

Administrator, is Petitioner. 

 

Decedent died intestate. 

 

The Public Administrator has determined that 

there are no assets in the estate because all 

decedent’s assets had beneficiary 

designations or were transferred prior to the 

decedent’s death.  Petitioner has no 

evidence to support a claim that the 

decedent did not understand what he was 

doing in executing documents giving his 

assets away.  Therefore, there is no estate from 

which to make distribution and the estate is in 

a condition to be closed. 

 

No Creditor’s claims have been filed against 

the estate. 

 

An Inventory & Appraisal, partial no. 1 and 2 

was filed by the former administrator on 

07/02/12 giving the estate a value of 

$331,374.34.  However, many of the assets, 

particularly on Attachment 1, do not appear 

to be appropriately part of the estate (i.e. 

assets with beneficiaries and accounts closed 

before the decedent’s death). 

 

The heirs of the estate are: Eugenia Meisel 

(spouse), Margaret Midkiff (daughter), Pamela 

Brunner (daughter), Austin Meisel (son), April 

Meisel (daughter), David Meisel (son). 

 

Neither petitioner nor his attorney seeks 

compensation for their services. 

 

Petitioner prays for an Order: 

9. Settling, allowing and approving the final 

report as filed and approving and 

confirming all acts and proceedings of 

petitioner as administrator; 

10. Bringing the administration of this estate to 

a close and discharging Petitioner as the 

successor administrator. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 
 

 

 

Cont. from   

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

 Verified  

 Inventory  

 PTC  

 Not.Cred.  

 Notice of 

Hrg 

 

 Aff.Mail w/ 

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv.  

 Conf. 

Screen 

 

 Letters 05/29/12 

 Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video 

Receipt 

 

 CI Report  

 9202  

 Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by: JF 

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on:  06/05/14 

 UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation:   

 FTB Notice  File  6 - Meisel 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

 7 Vera Silberstein Gift Trust Case No. 11CEPR00301 
 Atty Deeringer, James (for D. Steven Blake – Trustee/Petitioner)   

 Fourth Account and Report of Trustee and Petition for its Settlement and for  

 Authority to Pay Attorneys Fees and Trustee Fees and Reimburse Costs Advanced 

 D. STEVEN BLAKE, Trustee, is Petitioner. 
 
Account period: 01/01/13 – 12/31/13 
 
Accounting  - $15,084,570.85 
Beginning POH - $15,083,063.49 
Ending POH  - $15,066,702.96 
($24,719.51 is cash) 
 
Trustee  - $9,887.50 (per 
itemization and declaration, 79.1 hours @ 
$125/hr.) 
 
Trustee costs  - $393.20 (mileage) 
 
Attorney  - $5,763.50 (per 
itemization and declaration, 9.2 attorney 
hours @ $475-350/hr. and 9.5 paralegal hours 
@ $215/hr.) 
 

Attorney costs - $513.00 (filing fees 
and court call) 
 
Attorney (Secondary Trust) - $2,279.00 (per 
itemization and declaration, 0.7 attorney 
hours @ $430/hr. and 9.2 paralegal hours @ 
$215/hr.)  
 

Attorney costs - $444.50 (filing 
fees, FedEx) 
 

Bond    - $70,000 (is 
sufficient) 
 

Petitioner prays for an Order: 
1. The fourth account of Petitioner and 

Trustee be settled, allowed and approved 
as filed; 

2. All acts and proceedings of Petitioner as 
Trustee, as set forth in the Petition be 
ratified, confirmed and approved; 

3. Trustee be authorized to pay himself the 
sum of $9,887.50 for services rendered 
and $393.20 as reimbursement of costs; 

4. Petitioner be authorized to pay his 
attorneys $5,76..50 for legal services 
rendered as well as $513.00 as 
reimbursement of cost; 

5. Petitioner be authorized to pay his 
attorneys $2,279.00 for legal services on 
behalf of the Secondary Trust as well as 
$444.50 for costs; and 

6. Bond be kept at $70,000.00. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Note:  If the petition is 

granted, a status hearing will 

be set as follows: 

 

 Monday, June 8, 2015 at 

9:00 a.m. in Department 

303, for the filing of the fifth 

account.    

 

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if 

the required documents are 

filed 10 days prior the date set 

the status hearing will come 

off calendar and no 

appearance will be required.  

 

 

 

 

Cont. from   

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

 Verified  

 Inventory  

 PTC  

 Not.Cred.  

 Notice of 

Hrg 

 

 Aff.Mail w/ 

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv.  

 Conf. 

Screen 

 

 Letters  

 Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video 

Receipt 

 

 CI Report  

 9202  

 Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by: JF 

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on:  06/05/14 

 UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation:   

 FTB Notice  File  7 - Silberstein 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

8 Mark Lawrence Maffeo (GUARD/E) Case No. 12CEPR00542 
 Atty Sanoian, Joanne (for Petitioner/Guardian Marleen C. Maffeo)       

 First Amended First Account and Report of Guardian, Petition to Increase Bond  

 and Reimbursement for Attorneys Fees 

Age: 12 years MARLEEN C. MAFFEO, mother/guardian, 

is petitioner.  

 

Account period:  7/18/12 – 7/17/13 

 

Accounting  - $402,041.85 

Beginning POH - $364,105.51 

Ending POH  - $397,959.66 

 

Current bond is $335,000.00.  

 

Guardian  - waives 

 

Attorney  - $4,174.13 (for 

preparation of the petition for 

appointment of guardian, dealing with 

the estate of the minor’s deceased 

parent and for the accounting.) 

 

Petitioner prays for an Order: 

 

1. Approving, allowing and settling the 

first account and report; 

 

2. Authorizing payment of attorney fees 

in the sum of $4,174.13. 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

Continued from 6/2/14.  

 

 

Note:  If the petition is granted, 

status hearings will be set as 

follows: 

 

 Wednesday, July 2, 2014 at 

9:00 a.m. in Department 303, 

for the filing of the additional 

bond.  

 

 

 Wednesday, September 16, 

2015 at 9:00 a.m. in 

Department 303, for the filing 

of the second account.    

 

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the 

required documents are filed 10 

days prior the date set the status 

hearing will come off calendar 

and no appearance will be 

required.  

 

 

 

 

Cont. from  060214 

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

✓ Verified  

 Inventory  

 PTC  

 Not.Cred.  

✓ Notice of 

Hrg 

 

✓ Aff.Mail W/ 

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv.  

 Conf. 

Screen 

 

 Letters  

 Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video 

Receipt 

 

 CI Report  

✓ 2620(c)  

✓ Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by:  KT 

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on:  6/4/14 

 UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation:   

 FTB Notice  File  8 – Maffeo  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

9 Kathryn Isabel Coronel Maffeo (GUARD/E) Case No. 12CEPR00543 
 Atty Sanoian, Joanne  (for Petitioner/Guardian Marleen C. Maffeo)         

 First Amended First Account and Report of Guardian, Petition to Increase Bond  

 and Reimbursement for Attorneys Fees 

Age: 10 years MARLEEN C. MAFFEO, mother/guardian, 

is petitioner.  

 

Account period:  7/18/12 – 7/17/13 

 

Accounting  - $401,105.51 

Beginning POH - $364,105.51 

Ending POH  - $397,769.70 

 

Current bond is $335,000.00. Petitioner 

states the bond is insufficient.  Bond 

should be increased to $450,000.00 

 

Guardian  - waives 

 

Attorney  - $4,174.13 (for 

preparation of the petition for 

appointment of guardian, dealing with 

the estate of the minor’s deceased 

parent and for the accounting.) 

 

 

Petitioner prays for an Order: 

 

3. Approving, allowing and settling the 

first account and report; 

 

4. Authorizing payment of attorney fees 

in the sum of $4,174.13. 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

Continued from 6/2/14.  

 

 

 

Note:  If the petition is granted, 

status hearings will be set as 

follows: 

 

 Wednesday, July 2, 2014 at 

9:00 a.m. in Department 303, 

for the filing of the additional 

bond.  

    

 Wednesday, September 16, 

2015 at 9:00 a.m. in 

Department 303, for the filing 

of the second account.    

 

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the 

required documents are filed 10 

days prior the date set the status 

hearing will come off calendar 

and no appearance will be 

required.  

 

 

 

 

Cont. from 060214  

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

✓ Verified  

 Inventory  

 PTC  

 Not.Cred.  

✓ Notice of 

Hrg 

 

✓ Aff.Mail W/ 

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv.  

 Conf. 

Screen 

 

 Letters  

 Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video 

Receipt 

 

 CI Report  

✓ 2620(c)  

✓ Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by:  KT 

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on:  6/4/14 

 UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation:   

 FTB Notice  File  9 – Maffeo  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

10 Phyllis Geneva De La Cruz (GUARD/P) Case No. 14CEPR00259 
 Atty Xiong, Kou (pro per – maternal uncle/Petitioner)        

 Atty Yang, Mai Shoua (pro per – maternal aunt/Petitioner)   

 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 1510) 

Age: 3 months TEMPORARY EXPIRES 06/09/2014 

 

KOU XIONG and MAI SHOUA YANG, maternal 

uncle and aunt, are Petitioners. 

 

Father: CARLOS DE LA CRUZ – Consent & Waiver 

of Notice filed 04/02/14 

 

Mother: LINDA HER – Consent & Waiver of 

Notice filed 04/02/14 

 

Paternal grandfather: LUIS MORTON DE LA CRUZ 

Paternal grandmother: PHYLLIS MORTON 

CONTREAL – deceased 

 

Maternal grandfather: GER HER – Consent & 

Waiver of Notice filed 04/02/14 

Maternal grandmother: MOLLY XIONG – 

Consent & Waiver of Notice filed 04/02/14 

 

Petitioners allege that Phyllis was removed from 

her mother at birth due to mother’s drug 

addiction and placed with Petitioners.  

Petitioners state that the parents are in 

agreement with the guardianship. 

 

Court Investigator Samantha D. Henson’s report 

filed 05/23/2014. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

1. Need Notice of Hearing.  

 

2. Need proof of service fifteen 

(15) days prior to the hearing 

of the Notice of Hearing 

along with a copy of the 

Petition for Appointment of 

Guardian or consent and 

waiver of notice or 

declaration of due diligence 

for: 

 Luis Morton De La Cruz 

(Paternal Grandfather)  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Cont. from   

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

✓ Verified  

 Inventory  

 PTC  

 Not.Cred.  

 Notice of 

Hrg 

x 

 Aff.Mail x 

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv. n/a 

✓ Conf. 

Screen 

 

✓ Letters  

✓ Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video 

Receipt 

 

✓ CI Report  

 9202  

✓ Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by: LV  

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on: 06/05/2014   

✓ UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation:   

 FTB Notice  File  10 – DeLa Cruz 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

11 Elvira Rodriguez (Det Succ) Case No. 14CEPR00329 
 Atty Murillo, Joel M. (for Angelita Garcia aka Angelita Leija – Daughter – Petitioner)  
 Petition to Determine Succession to Real Property (Prob. C. 13151) 

  

DOD: 4-15-05 ANGELITA GARCIA aka 

ANGELITA LEIJA, 

Daughter, is Petitioner. 

 

40 days since DOD 

 

Attorney Joel M. Murillo 

was appointed Executor 

of the decedent’s estate 

in 05CEPR00988 on 2-22-06 

and consents to this 

procedure pursuant to 

Probate Code §13150(b). 

 

I&A: Residence valued at 

$130,000.00 

 

Will dated 4-5-91 devises 

the entire estate to 

Petitioner. 

 

Petitioner requests Court 

determination that the 

real property in Del Rey, 

CA, passes to her 

pursuant to the 

decedent’s will, subject to 

a lien on the property 

recorded 10-12-12 in the 

amount of $192,401.00 by 

the CA Dept. of Health 

Care Services Estate 

Recovery Branch. 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
Continued from 5-14-14, 5-16-14 
Declaration of Candace Ward, DHS Senior Tax 
Compliance Representative, filed 5-14-14, waives 
notice and states the interest of the State of California 
will be served by granting the Order Determining 
Succession as requested by the petitioner in this case 
for this hearing. 
 
The following issue remains noted: 
 
1. The Court may require authority to use summary 

proceeding to pass the property at this time given the 
history of the estate as follows: 
 

Attorney Joel Murillo was appointed Executor of the 
decedent’s estate on 2-22-06 in 05CEPR00988. At that 
time, it was estimated that the residence valued at 
$155,000 was the only asset of the estate. (It did not 
qualify to pass via summary proceeding because the 
value limit for petitions to determine succession at 
that time was $100,000.)  
 

DHS filed two creditor’s claims in the estate for 
$256,761.14 and $41,055.02, and also requested 
special notice pursuant to Probate Code §1252. 
 

In addition, DHS commenced a separate action 
08CECG03103 against the estate on the claims and 
judgment was entered in 2009. 
 

The Court recently set a status hearing in the estate 
case for failure to file Inventory and Appraisal 
pursuant to Probate Code §8900 and failure to file 
account or petition for final distribution pursuant to 
Probate Code §12200. 
 

In response, an I&A was filed that did not comply with 
Probate Code §8900 – it attached a current (not date 
of death) appraisal of the house that was not done by 
the Probate Referee. 
 

A correct I&A still needs to be filed in the estate case, 
and the estate still needs to be closed, including 
addressing the creditor’s claims.  
 

To do so, notice is required to creditors that have not 
been paid pursuant to Probate Code §11000, such as 
DHS. 

 

DHS has not been given notice of this petition to pass 
the property via summary proceeding, even though 
Petitioner appears to be requesting to pass the 
property subject to that lien.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

12 Sam I. Yomogida (Estate) Case No. 14CEPR00397 
 Atty Teixeira, J. Stanley (for Joan Nakamura – daughter/Petitioner)   

 Petition for Letters of Administration; Authorization to Administer Under IAEA (Prob.  

 C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: 02/15/14 JOAN NAKAMURA, daughter, is 

Petitioner, and requests appointment 

as Administrator without bond. 

 

All heirs waive bond 

 

Full IAEA – OK 

 

Decedent died intestate 

 

Residence: Fresno 

Publication: The Business Journal 

 

Estimated Value of the Estate: 

Personal property -  $10,000.00 

Real property -   75,000.00 

Total   -  $85,000.00 

 

Probate referee: RICK SMITH 
 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. The Petition indicates that the 

decedent had a deceased 

spouse.  Need name and 

date of death of deceased 

spouse pursuant to Local Rule 

7.1.1D. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

13 Elvira Rodriguez (Estate) Case No. 05CEPR00988 
 Atty Murillo, Joel M. (for Angelita Garcia – Executor)   
 Probate Status Hearing Re: Failure to File the Inventory and Appraisal and for  

 Failure to File a First Account or Petition for Final Distribution 

DOD: 4-15-05 ANGELITA GARCIA, Daughter, was 

appointed as Executor with Full IAEA 

without bond and Letters issued on 2-22-06.  

 

The Executor’s Second Amended Petition 

estimated the estate to contain real 

property valued at $155,000; however, no 

Inventory and Appraisal was ever filed. 

 

Dept. of Health Care Services filed two 

creditor’s claims on 12-30-05 totaling 

$297,816.16 as well as Requests for Special 

Notice. 

 

Notice of Pendency of Action filed 10-16-08 

indicate an action entitled “Sandra 

Shewry, Director of the Department of 

Health Care Services vs. Joel M. Murillo, as 

Personal Representative of the Estate of 

Elvira Rodriguez, Decedent; and Does 1 

through 20, inclusive.” The nature of the 

action is a Complaint to Enforce and 

Collect Money Due on a Medi-Cal 

Creditor’s Claim for $41,055.02 pursuant to 

W&I Code §14009.5. 

 

Thereafter, nothing further was filed. 

 

The Court set this status hearing on 11-22-13 

and sent notice of hearing to Attorney Joel 

Murillo on 11-22-13. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 2-28-14, 5-16-14 

 

Minute Order 2-28-14: The Court is 

advised that the house is the only 

asset which still needs to be 

appraised. 

 

Note: A Petition to Determine 

Succession has been filed in separate 

case 14CEPR00329 that was also 

continued to 6-9-14. See Page 11.  

 

As of 6-4-14, nothing further has been 

filed in this case.  

 

Note: Please note that due to the 

requests for special notice filed in this 

matter by DHS, notice should be 

served on DHS for that petition and for 

any status reports filed in this case. 

 

1. Need I&A and/or petition for final 

distribution or verified written status 

report pursuant to Probate Code 

§12200 and local rules. 

 

Note: Inventory and Appraisal filed  

2-27-14 indicates a final estate value 

of $0. The Court may require 

clarification regarding the 

discrepancy between the estimated 

estate value of $155,000 (real 

property) and the I&A. 

 

Examiner’s Note: Per an email from 

Mr. Murillo, this is a partial I&A, not the 

final, and the final is with the probate 

referee. The Court may wish to confirm 

that the asset being appraised as of 

date of death is the house that was 

estimated at $155,000. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

14     Mariano B. Ramirez, Sr. (Estate)                Case No.07CEPR00007 
 Atty Roberts, Gregory J. (for Margaret Ramirez, Administrator with Will Annexed)  
 Status Hearing Re: Filing of the First Account and/or Petition for Final Distribution 

 

DOD:  8/27/1979 PETRA MEDINA was appointed Executor 

without bond and with full IAEA on 

7/10/07. 

 

Letters issued on 7/10/07. 

 

I & A filed on 8/15/07 showing the 

estate valued at $13,000.00. 

 

On 10/13/09 Executor Petra Medina 

died leaving a vacancy in the office of 

personal representative.  

 

MARGARET RAMIREZ was appointed 

Administrator with Will Annexed with full 

IAEA authority and bond set at 

$40,000.00 on 3/19/13 

 

Bond of $40,000.00 was posted on 

4/9/13 

 

Letters issued on 6/13/13.  

 

Status Report filed on 4/23/14 states the 

real property of the estate was sold and 

the rentals from the real property paid 

subsequent to the death of the 

decedent were delivered to the 

Administrator. The Administrator is in the 

process of gathering the information 

required to facilitate the preparation of 

the first and final account and petition 

for final distribution.   It is respectfully 

requested that the next status hearing 

be set 60 days from today’s date.   

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

OFF CALENDAR.  Petition for Final 

Distribution filed and set for hearing 

on 7/1/14.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

15A Thaddeus C. Best (Estate) Case No. 12CEPR00841 
 Atty Erlach, Mara M. (for Katrina Best Kendall – Administrator)   

Status Hearing Re: Filing of the First Account and/or Petition for Final Distribution 

DOD: 08/30/12 KATRINA BEST KENDALL, daughter, was 

appointed as Administrator with bond in 

the amount of $260,000.00 and full IAEA 

authority.  Bond was filed 12/06/12 and 

Letters were issued on 12/06/12. 

 

Inventory & Appraisal, partial no. 1, filed 

05/16/13 - $61,251.00 

 

Inventory & Appraisal, final, filed 

06/10/13 - $61,251.00 

 

Yvette Best, daughter, filed a 

competing petition to be appointed as 

Administrator.  Her Petition was denied 

on 12/12/13 due to lack of vacancy at 

Administrator.  She has also filed a 

declaration that appears to be an 

objection to Katrina Best Kendall’s 

handling of the Estate. 

 

Order to Reduce Bond was filed 

01/23/14, reducing the bond to 

$61,251.00. 

 

Status Report filed 05/15/14 states: The 

Administrator engaged a CPA and the 

busy tax season has delayed the filing 

of the accounting.  The CPA very 

recently provided the financial 

information for the First and Final 

Accounting to the attorneys for the 

Administrator, but the financial 

information was not in a condition 

ready to be filed with the Court.  The 

Accounting has been prepared and 

the Administrator now must review and 

sign it.  Therefore the Administrator 

requests a short continuance. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED FROM 05/16/14 

Minute Order from 05/16/14 states: 

Counsel advises the Court that her 

client has the documents for review 

and signature. 

 

1. Need Accounting/Report of 

Administrator and Petition for 

Final Distribution. 

 

Note: Yvette Best, daughter, filed a 

new Petition for Probate and Motion 

to be added as co-administrator 

(See pages 15B and 15C). 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

15B Thaddeus C. Best (Estate) Case No. 12CEPR00841 
 Atty Erlach, Mara M. (for Katrina Best Kendall – daughter/Administrator)   

 Atty Best, Yvette R. (pro per – daughter/Petitioner)   

 Petition for Authorization to Administer Under IAEA with Limited Authority (Prob. C.  

 8002, 10450). 

DOD: 08/30/12 YVETTE BEST, daughter, is Petitioner and 

requests appointment as Administrator 

with limited IAEA and without bond. 

 

Limited IAEA – Need Publication 

 

Decedent died intestate 

 

Residence: Sanger, CA 

Publication: NEED PUBLICATION 

 

Estimated Value of the Estate: 

Personal property - $400,000.00 

 

Probate Referee: RICK SMITH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Katrina Best Kendall was 

appointed as Administrator of the 

estate on 11/26/12.  Therefore, 

there is no vacancy.   
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

15C Thaddeus C. Best (Estate) Case No. 12CEPR00841 
 Atty Erlach, Mara M. (for Katrina Best Kendall – daughter/Administrator)   

 Atty Best, Yvette R. (pro per – daughter/Petitioner)   
 Motion to be Added on as Co-Administrator of Estate of Thadeus Caryle Best 

DOD: 08/30/12  YVETTE BEST, daughter, is Petitioner. 

 

Petitioner states she was not informed of 

the circumstances around her father’s 

death and did not receive notices in 

the mail.  Petitioner states that she saw 

her mail at her sister’s home when she 

came for a visit and doesn’t know why 

it was not sent to her. 

 

Petitioner requests that she be added 

on as a co-administrator of the estate 

along with her sister Katrina Best 

Kendall. 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. The Petition is not verified. 

 

2. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

3. Need proof of service by mail at 

least 15 days before the hearing 

of Notice of Hearing for: 

a. Katrina Best Kendall 

(daughter/administrator) 

b. Kaitlyn Best (granddaughter) 

c. Conrad Best (grandson) 

d. Gannon Best (grandson) 

 

4. Need Order. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

 16 Beverly Dois Cook (CONS/PE) Case No. 13CEPR00966 
 Atty Feigel, Sheldon W. (for Conservator Shelia Stearns)   
 Status Hearing Re: (1) Filing of Bond; (2) Receipt for Funds into Blocked Account 

 SHELIA STEARNS was appointed 

Conservator of the Person and Estate with 

bond of $50,000.00 and $425,000.00 to be 

placed into blocked accounts pursuant to 

Evidentiary/Settlement Conference Minute 

Order dated 2-25-14 and the Order was 

signed on 3-5-14. 

 

Letters have not issued. 

 

On 3-5-14, the Court set this status hearing 

and mailed Notice of Status Hearing to 

Attorney Feigel. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 4-18-14, 5-16-14 

 

Minute Order 5-16-14: The Court is 

advised that the bond has been 

approved and should be issued 

within the next 24 hours. The Court 

is further advised that the money is 

still in the same account. 

 

Note: As of 6-4-14, nothing further 

has been filed.  

 

 

1. Need bond of $50,000.00 and 

receipts re blocked accounts 

(MC-356) or verified written 

status report pursuant to local 

rules. 

 

Note: If, per the statement in the 

last minute order, the money is in 

one account, it appears it would 

be over the FDIC limit. Please see 

applicable law regarding 

accounts. Need bond and 

receipts reflecting the blocked 

accounts and the amounts therein. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

 17 Patrick J. Harrington (Estate) Case No. 02CEPR00908 
 Atty Harrington, Patrick J. (pro per Petitioner/Executor)  
 (1) First and Final Account and Report of Administrator and (2) Petition for its  

 Settlement, and (3) Distribution 

DOD: 4/3/2002 PATRICK HARRINGTON, Executor, is 

petitioner.  

 

Account period: 10/15/12 – 2/13/14 

 

Accounting   - ??? 

Beginning POH -

 $159,700.00 

Ending POH  - ??? 

 

Executor   - waives 

 

 

Distribution, pursuant to Decedent’s 

Will, is to: 

 

Mike Dickerson – 1974 Ford Crown 

Victoria and its contents.  

 

Mark Grieco – DVD player and 

candle holder with magnifying glass.  

 

Brian Brown – Dispatch counsel used 

for Red Cross and CAP dispatching.  

 

Patrick Harrington and Helen 

Harrington – 1997 Ford Thunderbird 

and $108,797.90.  

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 
Continued from 4/29/14.  As of 6/4/14 

the following issues remain:  

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing.  

2. Need proof of service of the 

Notice of Hearing on: 

a. Helen Harrington 

b. Mike Dickerson 

c. Mark Grieco 

d. Brian Brown 

3. Account does not balance. 

Summary of account must comply 

with Probate Code §1061(10(b). 

4. Decedent’s Will devises a 1994 

Crown Victoria to Mike Dickerson. 

Inventory and appraisal filed on 

10/28/02 lists a Crown Victoria 

(valued at $8,500.00) Inventory 

and appraisal filed 12/17/3 and 

the petition lists a 1974 Crown 

Victoria (valued at $700.00). Need 

clarification.  

5. Inventory and appraisal filed on 

10/28/02 lists the value of the 1997 

Ford Thunderbird at $10,500.00.  

Inventory and appraisal filed on 

12/17/13 lists the value of the 1997 

Ford Thunderbird at $7,000.00. 

Need clarification.  

6. Order distributes the cash on hand 

of $108,797.90 to Patrick 

Harrington and Helen Harrington.  

Each distributee must be listed 

separately specifically listed the 

amount of cash each is to receive.  

Local Rule 7.6.1A – Need new 

order. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

18 Kylie N. Smith (GUARD/P) Case No. 14CEPR00107 
 Atty Brewer, Adriana Michelle (pro per – non-relative/Petitioner) 

Atty Smith, Evoniesha (Pro Per – Objector – Mother)  
 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 1510) 

Age: 2 TEMPORARY EXPIRES 06/09/2014 

 

ADRIANA BREWER, non-relative, is Petitioner. 
 

Father: NOT LISTED 
 

Mother: EVONIESHA SMITH 
 

Paternal grandparents: NOT LISTED 
 

Maternal grandfather: NOT LISTED 

Maternal grandmother: TRINA SMITH 
 

Petitioner states that she is Kylie’s godmother 

and has been caring for Kylie on and off 

most of her life.  Petitioner states that she is 

the only mother Kylie knows as her real 

mother has been in and out of her short life.  

Petitioner states that guardianship is needed 

in order for her to be able to seek medical 

treatment and financial assistance to meet 

Kylie’s needs.  Also, Kylie’s mother has 

recently stated she wanted to take Kylie 

again.  Petitioner wants to continue to 

provide a safe and stable home for Kylie. 
 

Opposition of Biological Mother Evoniesha 

Smith to Petition for Guardianship by Adriana 

Brewer and/or Any Other Person Over Minor 

Kylie Lynee Smith, filed on 04/04/2014 states 

she never received notice from any notice 

from any person of the court hearing set on 

04/08/2014 in this matter, or any other court 

proceedings.  Ms. Smith states she never 

received notice that Adriana Brewer, or any 

other person, was attempting to obtain 

guardianship over her daughter.  Ms. Smith 

states that she discovered that there was a 

guardianship hearing for permanent 

guardianship by calling around to the 

courthouse and making inquiries after her 

suspicions were aroused by Adriana Brewer’s 

behavior and statements.   

Please see additional page 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Minute Order of 04/08/2014: Ms. Smith is 

directed to provide her contact 

information to the Clerk’s office 

forthworth.   

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing.  

 

2. Need proof of personal service 

fifteen (15) days prior to the 

hearing of the Notice of Hearing 

along with a copy of the Petition 

for Appointment of Guardian or 

consent and waiver of notice or 

declaration of due diligence for: 

 Father (Not Listed)  

Note to Judge: According to the DSS 

Report the father of minor is named as 

Derrick King.   

 Evoniesha Smith (Mother)  

 

3. Need proof of service fifteen (15) 

days prior to the hearing of the 

Notice of Hearing along with a 

copy of the Petition for 

Appointment of Guardian or 

consent and waiver of notice or 

declaration of due diligence for: 

 Paternal Grandparents (Not 

Listed)  

 Maternal Grandfather (Not 

Listed)  

 Trina Smith (Maternal 

Grandmother)  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

18 (additional page) Kylie N. Smith (GUARD/P) Case No. 14CEPR00107 

Continued from previous page:  
 

Ms. Smith opposes any and all attempts of Adriana Brewer and/or any other person to have temporary 

guardianship, permanent guardianship or any form of custody over her daughter.  Ms. Smith states that she has 

known Adriana Brewer for a few years.  Several months ago Ms. Smith was having a difficult time financially and 

was in a transitional period.  During this time period Adriana Brewer began helping care for the minor child.  

Once Ms. Smith got back on her feet she requested Adriana Brew to return the child to her however she 

refused and told her that the legal system was involved.  This led Ms. Smith to make inquiries and discovering 

that there was a 04/08/2014 hearing regarding permanent guardianship over the child.  To date Ms. Smith has 

not had the opportunity to read or review any documents in the court file because she resides in Los Angeles 

County.  Ms. Smith respectfully requests that this Honorable Court deny the request for guardianship and order 

Adriana Brewer to immediately return custody of the minor to the mother.  This will allow the child to be with her 

mother, the person who has her best interest, and her three siblings.   

 

Additionally, if this Honorable Court is inclined to grant permanent guardianship of her daughter to Adriana 

Brewer, or any other person, Ms. Smith respectfully requests that this court continue the matter so that she may 

respond appropriately.   

Declaration filed by Evoniesha Smith, Mother, on 04/07/2014 states Ms. Brewer has been a good temporary 

provider for the minor child, looking at her Facebook page reflects the love and reflects the selfishness motives 

of wanting to take the child away from Ms. Smith, mother.  Ms. Smith states she went through a moment of 

despair and needed support.  She thanks her for that.  Ever since January 27th Ms. Smith has wanted to gain 

natural custody of her child back so she can raise her child.   

Declaration also includes several documents including Facebook page photos, Verification of Benefits for the 

child, Money Order for the care of the minor child to Adriana Brewer, Immunization Records for the child.   

DSS Social Worker Tracy Miller’s report filed 04/02/2014. 

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 9, 2014 

19 Ke'Miah Lowe (GUARD/P) Case No. 14CEPR00328 
 Atty Hill, Moshanae (pro per – maternal aunt/Petitioner)  

  Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 1510) 

Age: 4 mos. 

 

TEMPORARY EXPIRES 

 

MOSHANAE HILL, maternal aunt, is 

Petiitoner. 

 

Father: RUSSELL LOWE, JR. – Declaration 

of Due Diligence filed 06/02/14 

 

Mother: KENYANNA RICKS – Consent 

and Waiver of Notice filed 04/07/14 

 

Paternal grandfather: UNKNOWN 

Paternal grandmother: DECEASED 

 

Maternal grandfather: KENNITH RICKS – 

Declaration of Due Diligence filed 

06/02/14 

Maternal grandmother: DECEASED 

 

Petitioner alleges that the mother is 

currently using meth and is homeless, 

therefore Petitioner is stepping in to 

care for her niece. 

 

Court Investigator Charlotte Bien filed a 

report on 05/29/14.   

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

2. Need proof of service of 

Notice of Hearing with a copy 

of the Petition for 

Appointment of Guardian of 

the Person or Consent & 

Waiver of Notice for: 

a. Russell Lowe, Jr. (father) 

b. Kennith Ricks (maternal 

grandfather) 

Note: Declarations of Due 

Diligence were filed 06/02/14 

stating that the whereabouts 

of these people is unknown 
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