
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

 

ATTENTION 
 

Probate cases on this calendar are currently under review by the 

probate examiners.  Review of some probate cases may not be 

completed and therefore have not been posted.   

 

If your probate case has not been posted please check back again later.  

 

Thank you for your patience. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

1 Daniel Duran (Trust)     Case No.  04CEPR00419 
Attorney   Roberts, Gregory J. (for Bruce D. Bickel – Trustee) 

  

    Status RE: Promissory Note 

DOD: 12/15/15 BRUCE D. BICKEL is Successor Trustee. 

 

The Trustee’s 11th Account was settled on 

11/12/15. On that date, the Court set this status 

hearing re the promissory note.  

 

Background: One of the trust assets is a 

promissory note that had not been paid on for 

many years. 

 

Declaration of Gregory J. Roberts regarding 

Debt of Hilario Villareal filed 5/5/16 states the 

Court advised the trustee to initiate an 

attempt to collect the $1,705.00 owed to the 

trust from Hilario Villarreal, debtor, a former 

trustee. Mr. Roberts sent a demand letter on 

11/24/15 to the debtor, copy attached, but to 

date has not received acknowledgment of 

receipt or response. 

 

On 12/15/15, the trust beneficiary, Daniel 

Duran, died.  

 

The Trustee is now in the process of preparing 

a final trust accounting. DHCS has filed a claim 

for $465,775.29 for benefits paid on behalf of 

the beneficiary. It is anticipated that after 

payment of administrative expenses, the 

remainder of the trust will be paid to DHCS. 

 

The anticipated attorney and trustee fees and 

costs to further attempt to collect the debt 

would certainly exceed the $1,705.00 and he 

does not believe that such action could be 

shown to DHCS to be financially prudent. If 

DHCS believes it worthwhile to attempt 

collection, they may then do so. To the best of 

his knowledge, the debtor has no property 

which could be attached to collect the debt 

even if a judgment were obtained.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

OFF CALENDAR 

 
Per Minute order of 11/12/15 

and Declaration of Gregory J. 

Roberts filed 5/5/16 

 

Minute Order 11/12/15 (in 

relevant part): The Court 

instructs Mr. Bickel to move 

forward with pursuing the 

promissory note/judgment. If 

proof of the note being paid or 

a verified status report 

addressing the issue is filed at 

least two court days prior, 

then no appearance is 

necessary on 5/19/16. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

2 Susie L. Davis (CONS/PE)     Case No.  07CEPR00425 

 
Attorney Heather H. Kruthers (for Public Guardian, Conservator of the Person and Estate) 

   

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Termination of Proceeding for Deceased Conservatee 

DOD: 7/19/2015 PUBLIC GUARDIAN was appointed Conservator of the 

Person and Estate on 6/14/2007. 

Conservatee died 7/19/2015. 

Notice of Status Hearing filed 1/5/2016 set this hearing on 

2/25/2016 for the termination of proceedings for the 

deceased conservatee. 

Clerk’s Certificate of Mailing shows notice was mailed to 

the Public Guardian and County Counsel on 1/5/2016.  

Status Report Re: Filing of the Second and Final Account 

filed 2/19/2016 for the previous status hearing states: 

 The Public Guardian is short-staffed; one of the 

support staff suddenly retired for medical reasons, 

and that person has not been replaced; 

 Although the Public Guardian intends on replacing 

this person, the County’s recruitment period is usually 

at least 3 months from the time the vacancy occurs 

to the time it is filled; 

 The person who prepares the necessary documents 

for accounts is currently covering both her duties and 

the duties of the other staff member who retired; 

therefore, she is unable to get all the accounts done 

that need to be done before the scheduled status 

hearings; 

 Furthermore, there have been a large number of 

accounts set for status hearings, which makes it even 

harder for her to get to all of them; 

 In addition, where applicable, her services are 

needed to correct errors and discrepancies found by 

the Probate Examiners in the accounts that are being 

heard; 

 Therefore, it is respectfully requested that the next 

status hearing for this matter be set no sooner than 90 

days from the date of this status hearing. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 

2/25/2016. Minute 

Order states counsel 

requests 90 days. 

 

 

1. Need final 

account pursuant 

to CA Rule of 

Court 7.1052(c), 

or current status 

report. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

5 Lindsay R. Green (Estate)    Case No.  13CEPR00258 
 

Former Administrator: Gwen G. Hemminger (Pro Per, of Pensacola, FL) 

 Attorney Bagdasarian, Gary G. (for Successor Administrator Lisa R. Green) 

  

  Status RE: Filing of Final Account of Gwen Hemminger 

 GWEN G. HEMMINGER, Daughter, 

was appointed Administrator with 

Full IAEA with bond of $550,000.00 

on 5/1/13. Bond was filed and 

Letters issued 6/26/13.  

 

Ms. Hemminger is a resident of 

Florida. 

 

On 11/19/15, Ms. Hemminger was 

removed as Administrator and the 

Court set this status hearing re the 

filing of a final account by Ms. 

Hemminger. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Minute Order 3/17/16: Mr. Bagdasarian 

represents that he has had no contact 

from Gwen Hemminger, but that he has 

the information and will be able to file the 

account. He further represent that it looks 

as if over $200,000 is gone from the 

account. He requests an additional 60 

days.  

 

Note: Letters of Administration issued to 

Successor Administrator Lisa R. Green on 

1/12/16. 

 

Note: Ms. Hemminger was previously 

represented by Attorney David Knudson; 

however, on 1/14/16, the Court granted 

Attorney Knudson’s Motion to be Relieved 

as Counsel. 

 

Note: On 3/11/16, Surety Hartford Fire 

Insurance Company filed a Request for 

Special Notice in this matter. 

 

1. Need first and final account of former 

administrator or verified written status 

report pursuant to Local Rule 7.5. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

6 Seth Kirk & Izan Kirk (GUARD/P)    Case No.  14CEPR00775 
Petitioner/Guardian: Dianna Leach (pro per) 

Father: Brian Woody Kirk (pro per) 

   

  Petition to Stop Visitation 

  DIANNA L. LEACH, maternal great-

grandmother, is petitioner. 

 

Please see petition for details.  

 

Declaration of Petitioner filed on 

5/16/16. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

This petition was presented Ex Parte.  

Ex Parte order dated 5/5/15 set the 

matter for a noticed hearing.  Order 

states the moving party shall cause a 

Notice of Hearing and a copy of the 

petition to be personally served on 

Brian Kirk no later than 5 court days 

prior to the hearing.  A copy of the 

order was mailed to Dianna Leach 

on 5/5/16.  

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

2. Need proof of personal service of 

the Notice of Hearing and a copy 

of the petition on: 

a. Brian Kirk (father)  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

7 Alvino L. Medina (Estate)    Case No.  14CEPR00866 
Attorney   Bagdasarian, Gary G. (for Administrator Dolores Medina) 

  Probate Status Hearing Re: Filing of First Account 

DOD: 12/12/74 DOLORES MEDINA, Daughter, was 

appointed Administrator with Limited IAEA 

without bond on 10/30/14 and Letters issued 

10/31/14. 

 

At the hearing on 10/30/14, the Court set 

this status hearing for the filing of the first 

account or petition for final distribution. 

 

Status Report filed 10/27/15 states the sole 

asset of the estate is real property located 

at 35 E. San Joaquin St., in Fresno that was in 

very poor condition. After notification of 

administrative citations from the City of 

Fresno, the structure on the property was 

removed.  

 

An I&A of the property filed 11/17/14 reflects 

a value at the date of death (in 1974) of 

$12,000.00. The Reappraisal for Sale filed 

1/20/15 reflects the property value of 

$50,000.00. 

 

The property was listed for sale at $50,000.00 

on 6/6/15. The value has since been 

reduced once to $42,500.00 and again to 

$34,500.00.  

 

The estate is required to sell the property to 

pay a creditor’s claim to the Fresno County 

Tax Collector and administrative costs. A 

continuance of 60 days is requested. 

 

Status Report filed 1/4/16 states a new 

probate listing agreement was executed 

and is attached. The estate is required to sell 

the property to pay a creditor’s claim. 

Continuance of 60 days is requested.  

 

Status Report filed 3/14/16 states the 

purchase price was further reduced to 

$29,500 and a new listing agreement was 

executed on 3/2/16. The property must be 

sold to pay a creditor’s claim. Continuance 

of 60 days is requested for the filing of the 

first and final account. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 10/29/15, 1/7/16, 

3/17/16 

 

1. Need first account or petition 

for final distribution per 

Probate Code §12200 or 

written status report per Local 

Rule 7.5. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

12 Deanna Johnston (Estate)    Case No.  15CEPR00456 
Attorney Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Administrator) 

Petitioner   Johnston, Carl (pro per - father) 

  

  Probate Status Hearing RE: Filing of the Inventory and Appraisal 

DOD: 11/02/14 CARL JOHNSTON, father, filed a Petition 

for Probate requesting to be appointed 

as Administrator of the Estate on 

04/30/15. 

 

On 7/16/15, the Court appointed the 

Public Administrator due to substantial 

disagreement, and set status hearing 

for 12/10/15 for the filing of the 

Inventory and Appraisal. 

 

Status Report filed 12/09/15 states: The 

Public Administrator has been unable to 

prepare an Inventory & Appraisal for 

this estate. It is unclear if real property 

should be included or not and there is a 

vehicle out of town. A 60 day 

continuance is requested. 

 

Partial I&A No. 1 filed 2/16/16 reflects 

$19,304.59 cash. 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 12/10/15, 2/4/16, 

4/14/16 

 

1. Need Final Inventory and 

Appraisal or written status report 

pursuant to Local Rule 7.5. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

13 Nicola Nitti, III (GUARD/P)     Case No.  15CEPR00568 
 

Attorney Amy L. Lopez (for Petitioner Mary Anne Wilson, mother) 

Attorney Miles A. Harris (for Guardian Laurie Lee Cardoza, maternal cousin) 
   

Petition for Visitation 

 MARY ANNE WILSON, mother, is Petitioner. 

 
~Please see Petition for details~ 

Declaration of Statements to the 

Judge/Court for Review by Guardian LAURIE 

CARDOZA was filed on 3/30/2016. 

Reply Declaration was filed by MARY ANNE 

WILSON on 5/13/2016. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

 

Continued from 4/21/2016. 

Minute Order states Ms. Lopez 

requests a continuance. 
 

Note: Substitution of Attorney 

filed 4/21/2016 shows the 

formerly self-represented 

Guardian is represented by 

Attorney Miles Harris as of 

4/21/2016. 

 

The following issues from the last 

hearing remain: 

 

1. Petition is signed but not 

verified by the Petitioner 

pursuant to Probate Code § 

1021 and CA Rule of Court 

7.103. 

 

2. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

3. Pursuant to Probate Code 

§§ 1460 and 1511, Need 

proof of 15 days’ service 

prior to hearing of the Notice 

of Hearing with a copy of 

the Petition for Visitation, or 

Consent and Waiver of 

Notice, for: 

 LAURIE LEE CARDOZA, 

Guardian; 

 NICOLA NITTI, III, ward (age 

12.) 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

16 Wallace L. Miller (Estate)    Case No.  15CEPR00952 
Attorney: Hugh W. Willoughby (for Petitioner/Administrator Wallace Miller) 

    

 Final Account and Report and Petition for Final Distribution and for 

 Allowance of Ordinary Compensation 

DOD: 7/31/15 WALLACE MILLER, Administrator, is 

petitioner.  

 

Account period:  7/31/15 – 3/31/16 

 

Accounting   - $173,104.21 

Beginning POH - $172,763.93 

Ending POH  - $167,219.18 

 

Administrator  - waives 

 

Attorney   - $6,193.13 

(statutory) 

 

Closing   - $500.00 

 

Distribution, pursuant to intestate 

succession, is to: 

 

Wallace Miller  - $53,508.35 

Carole Miller Cobb - $53,508.35 

John Thompson III - $26,754.18 

Lauren Thompson - $26,754.18 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

19 Lawrence Johnson (Det. Succ)    Case No.  16CEPR00246 
Petitioner: Amber Lynn Johnson 

   

 Petition to Determine Succession to Real Property 

DOD: 11/13/09 AMBER LYNN JOHNSON, daughter, is 

petitioner.  

 

40 days since DOD. 

 

No other proceedings. 

 

Decedent died intestate. 

 

I & A  - $65,000.00 

 

 

Petitioner requests Court 

determination that Decedent’s 

interest in the real property located 

in Fresno, pass to her pursuant to 

intestate succession.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

OFF CALENDAR.  Amended 

Petition filed and set for hearing on 

June 28, 2016.  

 

1. Petition was opened with a fee 

waiver.  Court fees are 

considered a cost of 

administration.  Therefore filing 

fees of $435.00 are due.   

 

2. #11 of the petition does not state 

the decedent’s interest in the real 

property (i.e. 100%, 50%, etc.) 

 

3. #9a of the order does not include 

the legal description, with APN, of 

the real property, just the physical 

address.  

 

4. #6b of the order does not include 

the specific property interest 

claimed by petitioner (i.e. 100%, 

50%, etc.) 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

21 Janice Keisler (CONS/PE)     Case No.  16CEPR00359 
Attorney: Nancy LeVan (for Petitioner Jon Keisler) 

    

  Petition for Appointment of Probate Conservator of the Person and Estate  

 Temporary Expires 5/19/16 

JON KEISLER, son, is petitioner and 

requests MIER KEISLER, son, be 

appointed as conservator of the person 

and estate with bond.  

Please see petition for details.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Note: Mier Keisler was appointed 

temporary conservator of the estate 

with bond set at $62,920.00 on 

4/14/16.  Bond has not been filed 

and Letters have not issued.  A status 

hearing for the filing of the bond has 

been continued to 5/26/16. 

 

1. Petition requests bond but does 

not include the amount of the 

bond requested.  Based on the 

value of the personal property, 

income for one year and the cost 

of recovery the bond should be 

set at $62,920.00. 

 

2. Need conservatorship video 

viewing receipt for Mier Keisler.  

 

Note:  If the petition is granted, status 

hearings will be set as follows: 

 Wednesday, June 15, 2016 at 9:00 

a.m. in Department 303, for the 

filing of the bond. 

 Wednesday, September 14, 2016 

at 9:00 a.m. in Department 303, 

for the filing of the inventory and 

appraisal. 

 Wednesday, July 19, 2017 at 9:00 

a.m. in Department 303, for the 

filing of the first account. 

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the 

required documents are filed 10 days 

prior the date set the status hearing 

will come off calendar and no 

appearance will be required.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

22 Renate Lina Swanson (CONS/PE)   Case No.  16CEPR00364 
Attorney: Zepure “Zeppy” Attashian (for Petitioner, Michelle Ryan) 

Attorney: Leigh W. Burnside (for proposed consdervatee Renata Swanson) 

   

 Petition for Appointment of Probate Conservator of the Person and Estate 

Age: 73 years MICHELLE RYAN, daughter, is petitioner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

Continued to 6/16/16 at the 

request of the Attorney Attashian.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19, 2016 

23 Richard Mark Bowlin (CONS/PE)    Case No.  16CEPR00376 
 

Attorney Heather H. Kruthers (for Public Guardian) 

Attorney Janet L. Wright (Court-appointed for proposed Conservatee) 
 

 Petition for Appointment of Probate Conservator of the Person and Estate 

Age: 62 years NO TEMPORARY REQUESTED 

 

PUBLIC GUARDIAN is Petitioner and requests 

appointment as Conservator of the Person with medical 

consent powers and dementia powers to administer 

dementia medications, and for placement in a 

secured-perimeter facility; and of the Estate without 

bond. 

 

Estimated Value of the Estate:  

None (SSI benefits) 

 

Capacity Declaration of Howard B. Terrell, M.D., filed 

4/19/2016 supports request for dementia powers and 

medical consent powers. 

 

Voting Rights Affected  

Petitioner states the proposed Conservatee was 

recently returned from Atascadero State Hospital as 

being incapable of being restored to competency, and 

he has been diagnosed with dementia and suffers from 

major mental impairments. Petitioner states the 

proposed Conservatee’s condition renders him unable 

to provide for his basic needs of food, clothing, and 

shelter, and for his personal needs, there is no safe 

discharge plan from the Fresno County Jail, and no 

family members are willing or able to act as 

conservator. Petitioner states due to his diagnosis of 

dementia, proposed Conservatee is considered unable 

to manage his financial resources consisting of SSI 

benefits he will begin to receive on his release from jail. 

 

Court Investigator Charlotte Bien’s Report was filed on 

4/27/2016 and recommends the petition be GRANTED, 

to include medical consent and dementia powers. 

 

Voting Rights: CI Report filed 4/27/2016 indicates the 

proposed Conservatee is not able to complete an 

affidavit of voter registration; and is not able to 

communicate, with or without reasonable 

accommodations, a desire to participate in the voting 

process. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 
 

Court Investigator 

Advised Rights on 

4/20/2016. 
 

Voting Rights 

Affected – Need 

Minute Order. 

 

Note: Declaration of 

Court Appointed 

Counsel for Proposed 

Conservatee filed 

5/16/2016 states 

proposed 

Conservatee is not 

sure as to whether he 

wants to consent as 

to conservatorship or 

dementia powers; 

Attorney Wright 

states she will meet 

briefly with him prior 

to hearing on 

5/19/2016 per his 

request to meet his 

proposed Public 

Guardian; she 

inquired through 

County Counsel as to 

Public Guardian 

availability at that 

time. 
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