
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, April 15, 2013 

 

ATTENTION 

 

Probate cases on this calendar are currently under review by the probate 

examiners.  Review of some probate cases may not be completed and therefore 

have not been posted.   

 

If your probate case has not been posted please check back again later.  

 

Thank you for your patience. 

  

http://free.clipartof.com/81-Confused-Blue-Smiley-Free-3D-Vector-Clipart-Illustration.jpg


Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Monday, April 15, 2013 

 

3 Lyle E. Schafer Decedents Trust Case No. 12CEPR00682 
 Atty Wright, Janet L. (for Janice Branum – Successor Trustee/Petitioner)   

 Petition for Settlement of Second Account and Report of Trustee and For  

 Modification 

Lyle E. Schafer 

DOD: 8-20-10 

JANICE BRANUM, successor trustee, is Petitioner. 

 

Account period: 01/01/12 – 10/31/12 

 

Accounting  - $2,615,701.30 

Beginning POH - $2,363,349.19 

Ending POH  - $2,424,767.01 (all 

cash) 

 

Petitioner requests to modify the Trust provisions 

pursuant to Probate Code §§ 15403 and/or 

15409 to authorize the trustee to shorten the 

period of time the Trust proceeds are held for the 

benefit of the ultimate beneficiaries of the Trust to 

allow for an earlier distribution.  The dispositive 

provisions of the Trust, as amended, call for 

distribution of the balance of the trust estate after 

the death of the surviving spouse as follows: 

 16% to Pamela J. Schafer to be distributed in 

equal annual installments over a five (5) year 

period 

 16% to Marlin L. Schafer to be distributed in 

equal annual installments over a ten (10) year 

period 

 12% to Joy L. LeBeuf to be distributed in equal 

annual installments over a ten (10) year 

period 

 10% to Michael J. Kendall to be distributed in 

equal annual installments over a ten (10) year 

period 

 24% to Janice A. Branum free of trust 

 22% to Bradford T. Schafer to be distributed in 

equal annual installments over a five (5) year 

period 

Petitioner states that based on conversations she 

had with Lyle Schafer prior to his death, that he 

wanted to encourage the beneficiaries to use 

Petitioner/successor trustee’s expertise to assist 

them in investment and management decisions. 

This intent led to the mandatory structured 

distribution scheme. 

Continued on Page 2 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 
Jean M. Schafer 

DOD: 10/29/12 
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3 Lyle E. Schafer Decedents Trust Case No. 12CEPR00682 
Page 2 

 

Notwithstanding the intent expressed by the Trustor, circumstances have changed with respect to the financial 

circumstances of some of the beneficiaries such that a prolonged distribution scheme stretching over a period of 5-

10 years appears to be detrimental to their personal and economic well-being.  Additionally, such mandatory 

oversight is both unnecessary and impractical.  All of the beneficiaries are over 40, three are over 60 and one is over 

50.  Petitioner proposes to modify the holding period from the period specified in the Second Amendment to the 

Trust to a period not to exceed 6 months from the date of Jean Schafer’s death.  Each beneficiary has consented 

to the proposed modification to the terms of the Decedent’s Trust pursuant to Probate Code § 15403, as have the 

Successor Trustee Janice Branum and the alternate Successor Trustee Bradford T. Schafer. 

 

If the Court does not approve the modification of Trust as requested above, Petitioner requests clarification of the 

dispositive terms in order that the first annual distribution can be made immediately with the second annual 

distribution to be made on 12/31/13. 

 

Petitioner prays for an Order: 

1. Settling, allowing and approving the second account; and 

2. Modifying the Trust to provide that the holding period for the subtrusts not exceed six (6) months from Jean 

Schafer’s death. 
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 6 Brian John Laird (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR00126 
 Atty Laird Jr, Philip B (for Jill A. Laird – Petitioner – Spouse)   

 Petition for Probate of Will and for Letters Testamentary; Authorization to  

 Administer Under IAEA (Prob. C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: 09/26/2012 JILL A. LAIRD, spouse/named executor 

without bond, is petitioner.   

 

 

Full IAEA – o.k.  

 

 

Will dated: 12/16/2010 

 

 

Residence: Clovis  

Publication: The Fresno Bee 

 

 

Estimated Value of the Estate:  

Personal Property  -  $310,000.00 

 

 

Probate Referee: Steven Diebert  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Trustee of the Brian and Jill Laird 

Family Trust not listed on #8 of the 

petition.   

 

2. Need notice to the Trustee of the 

Brian and Jill Laird Family Trust.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: If the petition is granted status 

hearings will be set as follows:  

• Friday, 09/13/2013 at 9:00a.m. 

in Dept. 303 for the filing of the 

inventory and appraisal and  

• Friday, 06/13/2014 at 9:00a.m. 

in Dept. 303 for the filing of the first 

account and final distribution.   

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the required 

documents are filed 10 days prior to the 

hearings on the matter the status 

hearing will come off calendar and no 

appearance will be required.  
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9 Naomi Park Beyer (Estate)  Case No. 10CEPR00720 
Atty Kruthers, Heather (for Public Administrator)  
Atty Beyer, Jonathan (Pro Per – Administrator)    
 Status Hearing Re: Filing of the First Account or Petition for Final Distribution 

DOD:  7/11/10 JONATHAN BEYER was removed as 
Administrator and PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR was 
appointed on 8-15-12. 
 
I&A filed 2-28-11 reflects a total estate value of 
$353,473.00, including $67,773.00 cash, real 
properties, a vehicle, furnishings and personal 
effects, and a sole proprietorship (“Boxcar 
Cafe”). 
 
Prior status hearings, including Orders to Show 
Cause for non-appearance, etc., were held 
on 11-9-11, 1-25-12, 3-14-12, 4-25-12, 6-6-12, 
and 8-15-12. 
 
On 8-15-12, the former Administrator was not 
present. The Court removed Mr. Beyer as 
Administrator based on his failure to fulfill his 
duties and appointed the PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATOR. Letters issued on 9-28-12. 
 
Status Report filed 11-9-12 by Public 
Administrator states that Jonathan Beyer told 
Deputy Public Administrator Noe Jimenez that 
the bank account was closed and used to 
pay creditor’s claims; however, they were not 
claims that were filed with the court. However, 
no proof has been provided. It is also unknown 
what happened to other assets, including a 
vehicle and personal effects. The real 
properties were owned in joint tenancy and 
therefore passed upon the decedent’s death 
to Douglas Beyer and should not have been 
inventoried. More time is needed to research 
the estate. Public Administrator requests 90 
days. 
 
Status Report filed 2-6-13 states Mr. Beyer 
reported that his paralegal had 
documentation to show what happened to 
the money and would send it to the Public 
Administrator, but, to date, that has not 
happened. So, the Public Administrator still 
needs details regarding the accounts and 
claims. In addition, no explanation has been 
given as to what happened to the vehicle or 
other items included in the I&A. The Public 
Administrator has neither received any assets 
that were purported to belong to the estate 
nor any documentation regarding the 
disposition of the estate. 
 
The Public Administrator seeks instruction from 
the Court. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

OFF CALENDAR 
 
Petition for final distribution filed 4-4-13 is set 
for hearing on 5-8-13 
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10 Joann Barnes (Estate) Case No. 12CEPR00423 
 Atty Smith, Myron F. (for Judy Toler – Executor)   
 Probate Status Hearing Re: Filing Inventory and Appraisal 

DOD: 11/17/11  JUDY TOLER, daughter, was appointed 

Executor without bond on 08/02/12.  Letters 

were issued on 08/23/12. 

 

Minute Order from 08/02/12 set this matter 

for status re: filing the Inventory & Appraisal 

on 12/07/12. 

 

Inventory & Appraisal filed 02/08/13 - 

$62,465.69. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED FROM 03/01/13 

Minute order from 03/01/13 states: No 

appearances.  The Court notes for the 

minute order that there is no status report 

and there are assets that require 

appraisal.  The Court further notes that a 

complete inventory is needed.  Matter is 

continued to 04/15/13. The Court orders 

Myron Smith to be personally present on 

04/15/13. 

 

As of 04/08/13, nothing further has been 

filed and the following notes remain: 

 

1. Inventory & Appraisal filed 

02/08/13 is not marked in the 

caption indicating whether this is 

a partial inventory or final (or 

otherwise marked).  There are 

several items listed on 

attachment 2 that require 

appraisal by the probate referee 

that are not appraised; therefore, 

it appears that this is a partial 

inventory and appraisal.  Need 

clarification and Final Inventory & 

Appraisal. 

 

Note: A copy of the Minute order was 

mailed to Myron Smith on 03/01/13. 

 

 

 

 

Cont. from  120712, 

030113 
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12 Joanna Miranda (CONS/P) Case No. 13CEPR00119 
 Atty Miranda, Daniel (pro per – father/Petitioner)    

 Atty Miranda, Maria Elena (pro per – mother/Petitioner)   
 Petition for Appointment of Probate Conservator of the Person (Prob. C. 1820,  

 1821, 2680-2682) 

Age: 18 

 
NO TEMPORARY REQUESTED 

 

DANIEL MIRANDA and MARIA ELENA 

MIRANDA, parents, are Petitioners, and 

request appointment as co-conservators 

of the person with medical consent 

powers. 

 

Declaration of Dmitri De La Cruz, M.D. 

supports request for medical consent 

powers. 

 

Voting rights affected. 

 

Petitioners state that the proposed 

conservatee has a severe Retts 

condition and requires full attention. 

 

Court Investigator Julie Negrete filed a 

report on 03/11/13.  The report states 

that it appears to be in the proposed 

conservatee’s best interest that a 

conservatorship is established and it is 

recommended that the petition be 

GRANTED. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
CONTINUED FROM 03/18/13 
 
Voting rights affected, need minute order. 
 
Court Investigator advised rights on 03/05/13. 
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