
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 19, 2013 

 

ATTENTION 

 

Probate cases on this calendar are currently under review by the probate 

examiners.  Review of some probate cases may not be completed and 

therefore have not been posted.   

 

If your probate case has not been posted please check back again later.  

 

Thank you for your patience. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 19, 2013 

1 Mae Jeanne Landresse (Estate) Case No. 00CEPR10355 

 Atty Freeman, Jordan M. (for Valerie Landresse Priest – Administrator with Will Annexed/Petitioner)   

 Petition for Final Distribution (Prob. C. 10400-10406, 10954, 11600-1164212252) 

DOD: 05/29/2000  VALERIE LANDRESSE PRIEST, 
Administrator with Will Annexed, is 
Petitioner. 
 
Petitioner states that she was originally 
issued Letters of Administration in this 
matter on 03/13/01 and a Petition for 
Final Distribution was entered by this 
Court on 08/27/01.  Petitioner was 
discharged as personal representative 
on 11/20/03.  In 2007, Petitioner 
discovered that the Decedent had an 
additional account at Morgan Stanley 
which was no disclosed by Morgan 
Stanley at the time Decedent’s estate 
was originally probated.  Petitioner 
was required to reopen the estate 
because the assets at Morgan Stanley 
could not be disbursed after Petitioner 
had been discharged as personal 
representative.  On 7/26/12, upon 
approval of a new Petition for 
Probate, new Letters of Administration 
were issued to Petitioner. 
 
Accounting is waived. 
 
I & A  - $35,118.70 
POH  - $35,118.70 
 
Administrator - waived 
 
Administrator costs - $1,800.00 (for 
attorney’s fees and costs she 
advanced on behalf of the estate) 
 
Attorney - $1,404.74 
(statutory, already paid per Petition) 
 
Costs  - $808.00 (for 
publication, filing fees, etc. per 
Petition, attorney advanced these 
fees and has been paid back) 
 
Closing - $2,500.00 
 
Distribution, pursuant to Decedent’s 
Will, and subject to a Probate Code § 
13100 affidavit, is to: 
 
Gayle Landresse Jackson - $8,446.10 
Valerie Landresse Priest - $8,446.10 
Leslie Landresse - $8,446.10 
Diane Landresse - $5,067.66 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
1. The Petition states that the 

Administrator has been reimbursed 
$1,800.00 for attorney’s fees and 
costs she advanced on behalf of 
the estate.  It is unclear if these are 
attorney’s fees and costs in addition 
to the statutory fees ($1,404.74) and 
costs ($808.00).  The Petition does 
not make a request for extraordinary 
attorney’s fees.  All attorney’s fees 
and costs must be court approved.  
Any agreement for higher 
compensation than provided by 
statute is void, pursuant to Probate 
Code § 10803.  Need more 
information.   

2. The Petition states that the attorney 
has been paid the statutory fee and 
reimbursed for costs.  However, it 
appears that these were paid 
prematurely as there is no court 
order granting these fees and costs 
reimbursement.  

3. The proposed distribution does not 
appear to account for the $1,800.00 
reimbursement to the Petitioner and 
only reduces the property on hand 
by the statutory attorney’s fee/costs 
and closing reserve.  If the Petitioner 
was paid $1,800.00 as stated in the 
Petition, it appears that the property 
on hand for distribution would not 
be the same as the Inventory & 
Appraisal.  Need clarification. 

4. Need Notice of Hearing (Form DE-
120) (Mandatory Form). 

5. Need proof of service by mail at 
least 15 days before the hearing of 
Notice of Hearing on: 
- Gayle Landresse Jackson 
- Leslie Landresse 
- Diane Landresse 

6. Need Order. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 19, 2013 

2 Rosa Linda Larssen (CONS/PE) Case No. 0321261 
 Atty Ratzlaff, Ruth E. (for Sylvia Gonzalez – Sister – Conservator)   
 (1) Twelfth Account and Report of Sole, Surviving Successor Co-Conservator and  

 (2) Petition for Issuance of Letters to Surviving Co-Conservator as Sole Conservator  

 and (3) Petition for Allowance of Fees to Conservator and Attorney 

Age: 57 SYLVIA GONZALEZ, sole remaining 

Conservator, is Petitioner. (Co-Conservator 

Guadalupe Pena has passed away.) 
 

Account period: 5-1-10 through 4-30-12 
 

Accounting: $237,906.88 / $236,511.14 

Beginning POH: $188,621.57 

Ending POH: $202,555.53 ($52,644.21 cash - 

$17,317.73 unblocked - plus real and 

personal property) 
 

Conservator: $1,800.00  

($15/hr for 120 hours including 

transportation, household management, 

shopping, overseeing renovations on the 

residence, etc.) 
 

Attorney: $2,000.00 (per local rule) 
 

Current Bond: $42,000.00  

Although Petitioner calculates that bond 

should be increased to $49,143.81 

pursuant to the POH and income at the 

end of this account period, Petitioner 

requests that the Court not increase the 

current bond of $42,000.00. Petitioner 

states that shortly after this account 

period, additional expenses were incurred 

emptying the residence and readying it to 

become a rental. Additionally, personal 

property items depreciate in value, and 

the cemetery lot is included, which 

doesn’t really have a liquid value to justify 

the requirement of bonding. Petitioner 

requests that any increase in bond be 

addressed at the next accounting. 
 

Petitioner prays for an order: 

1. Authorizing issuance of new Letters of 

Conservatorship naming Petitioner as 

the sole conservator; 

2. Approving, allowing and settling the 

account; and 

3. Authorizing the Conservator’s and 

attorney’s fees and commissions 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Continued from 2-19-13 
 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 
 

2. Need proof of service of Notice of 

Hearing at least 15 days prior to 

the hearing on the Conservatee 

Rosa Linda Larssen. 
 

3. Accounting does not balance. 

Charges are $237,906.88 and 

Credits are $236,511.14, a 

difference of $1,395.74. Need 

clarification and/or amendment. 
 

4. The dates of the disbursements are 

cut off on the Disbursement 

Schedule so it is unclear when the 

disbursements were made. The 

Court may require new schedules 

for Court records.  
 

(Examiner notes that for the 

schedules, the Judicial Council 

forms 400(A-G) are “optional;” 

however, if the forms were used, 

this format discrepancy would not 

have occurred.) 
 

5. Disbursements schedule indicates 

numerous disbursements for gifts to 

family members during this 

account period totaling over 

$2,000.00 for holidays and events. 

Pursuant to Cal. Rules of Court 

7.1059, a conservator of the estate 

should Refrain from making loans 

or gifts of estate property, except 

as authorized by the court after full 

disclosure. The Court may require 

clarification and authorization 

going forward. 
 

SEE ADDITIONAL PAGES 

DOB: 5-3-55 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 19, 2013 

2 Rosa Linda Larssen (CONS/PE) Case No. 0321261 

 
NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS (Continued): 

 

6. The accounting indicates that the Conservatee paid $1,387.10 for her mother’s funeral costs, and also 

reimbursed another family member $600.00, for a total of $1,987.10. The Court may require clarification 

as to whether the conservatorship paid the entirety of the costs, or whether this was just the 

Conservatee’s portion. 

 

7. Disbursements schedule indicates that the Conservatee receives an allowance from which she pays 

most of her personal expenses, which appears to range from $800-$2,100/month. Since moving in with 

her daughter in November 2011, she pays her housing costs in addition to contributing toward food and 

utilities from this allowance. The Court may require clarification of her share of the household expenses 

for this period, and accounting in future account periods of such expenses.  

 

8. Petitioner indicates that after this account period, the Conservatee’s residence in Fresno was being 

readied to become a rental. The Court may require an update on the status of the residence at this 

time, since there appears to be five months during this account period after the Conservatee moved 

out that there was no rental income.  

 

9. Need order. 

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 19, 2013 

4 Helen Bagdasarian (Det Succ) Case No. 13CEPR00071 
 Atty Esraelian, Robyn L. (for Sam Bagdasarian and Renee Lynn Yahnian – Petitioners)   

 Petition to Determine Succession to Real Property and Personal Property (Prob. C.  

 13151) 

DOD: 07/04/12  SAM BAGDASARIAN and RENEE 

LYNN YAHNIAN, son and daughter, 

are Petitioners. 

 

40 days since DOD. 

 

No other proceedings. 

 

I & A  - $125,000.00 

 

Will dated ??? (date not complete) 

 

Petitioners request Court 

determination that decedent’s 

100% interest in real property 

located at 114 S. Sixth Street, 

Fowler, CA pass to them pursuant 

to Decedent’s Will. 
 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED FROM 03/05/13 

 

As of 03/11/13, nothing further has 

been filed and the following notes 

remain: 

 

1. Decedent’s Will is not dated 

and not self-proving.  Need 

Affidavit of subscribing 

witness. 

Note: Although the will is not 

being admitted to probate, 

this summary proceeding 

does necessarily include a 

determination of validity. See 

Probate Code §13151 and 

commentary. 

 

2. Need date of death of 

Martha Ann Bittikofer pursuant 

to Local Rule 7.1.1D. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 19, 2013 

5 Donald H. Bennett (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR00086 
 Atty Orlich, Shanna N. (of Phoenix, AZ, for J. Lavonne Bennett – Wife – Petitioner) 
 Petition for Probate of Will and for Letters Testamentary; Authorization to  
 Administer Under IAEA (Prob. C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: not provided J. LAVONNE BENNETT, Wife, is Petitioner / 
named executor without bond. 
 
Petitioner is a resident of Litchfield Park, 
Arizona. 
 
Full IAEA: Need publication 
 
Will dated 3-25-04 has been admitted 
to informal probate in the Superior 
Court of Arizona, County of Maricopa. 
 
Residence: Litchfield Park, Arizona  
 
Publication: Need publication 
 
Estimated Value of Estate: 
Real property: $200,000.00 
 
Probate Referee: Steven Diebert 
 
 
 
 
Note: If the petition is granted, status 
hearings will be set as follows:  
 
• Friday 7-12-13 at 9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 
for filing of the Inventory and Appraisal  
 
• Friday 7-11-14 at 9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 
for the filing of the first account or 
petition for final distribution.   
 
Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the required 
documents are filed 10 days prior to the 
hearings on the matter the status 
hearing will come off calendar and no 
appearance will be required. 
 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
Note: This is an ancillary proceeding 
pursuant to Probate Code §12500 et seq. 
Petitioner was appointed as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of Donald H. 
Bennett in Maricopa County, AZ, in Case 
No. PB2012-002127, and the original will 
was admitted to informal probate there. 
 
 
Minute Order 3-5-13: Ms. Orlich is 
appearing via conference call. Counsel 
is directed to cure the defects indicated 
in the Examiner Notes, including the issue 
regarding publication.  
 
As of 3-11-13, nothing further has been 
filed. The following issues remain: 
 
1. Need Confidential Supplement to 

Duties (Form DE-147S). 
 

2. Need clarification: #3 of petition is 
blank re date of death and place of 
death. 
 

3. Pursuant to the decedent’s will, the 
residue of the estate is devised to the 
trustee of a trust. Need proof of 
service of Notice of Petition to 
Administer Estate on the trustee 
pursuant to Probate Code §8110. If 
the petitioner and the trustee are the 
same person, notice is also required 
to trust beneficiaries pursuant to 
Probate Code §1208. 

 
4. Need publication pursuant to 

Probate Code §§ 12530, 8120, Local 
Rule 7.9. 
 

5. Pursuant to Probate Code §8571 and 
Cal. Rules of Court 7.201(b), the Court 
may require bond if the proposed 
personal representative resides 
outside California or for other good 
cause, even if the will waives bond. If 
required, need bond of $200,000.00.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 19, 2013 

6 Ramon L. Gintz (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR00115 
 

 Atty O'Grady, John E., of O’Grady Law Group, San Francisco (for Petitioner Aspen Bell) 
 

 Petition for Probate of Will and for Letters Testamentary; Authorization to  

 Administer Under IAEA (Prob. C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: 11/27/2012 ASPEN BELL, daughter and named Co-

Executor without bond, is Petitioner. (Named 

Co-Executors decline to act and waive 

bond.) 

 

 

Full IAEA – ? 

 

 

Will Dated: 5/23/1997 

 

 

Residence: Fresno  

 

Publication: Need 

 

  

 
Estimated value of the Estate: 

Real property   - $165,000.00 

Personal property  - $ 47,500.00 

Annual income from PP - $  3,840.00 

Total    - $215,980.00 

 

 

 

Probate Referee: Rick Smith 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Note: Proposed personal 

representative is a resident of 

Greenwood, Delaware. Court 

may require bond if the 

proposed personal 

representative resides outside 

California or for other good 

cause, even if the will waives 

bond, pursuant to California Rule 

of Court 7.201(b) and Probate 

Code § 8571. Court may require 

Petitioner to post bond in the 

sum of $215,980.00. 

1. Need Affidavit of Publication 

pursuant to Probate Code §§ 

8120 – 8124, and Local Rule 

7.9. 
 

2. Item 5(a) of the Petition is 

incomplete as to (3) or (4) re: 

registered domestic partner. 
 

Note: If petition is granted, Court will 

set status hearings as follows: 

 Friday, April 19, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. 

in Dept. 303 for filing proof of 

bond, if Court requires bond; 

 Friday, August 23, 2013 at 9:00 

a.m. in Dept. 303 for filing of 

inventory and appraisal; and 

 Friday, May 23, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. 

in Dept. 303 for filing of first 

account and/or petition for final 

distribution. 
Pursuant Local Rule 7.5, if the 

documents noted above are filed 10 

days prior to the dates listed, the 

hearings will be taken off calendar and 

no appearance will be required. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 19, 2013 

 8 Saul Ornelas & Maximus Ornelas (GUARD/P) Case No. 09CEPR00415 
 Atty Rubio, Vera (pro per – paternal grandmother/Guardian) 

Atty Reed, Francis (pro per – mother/Petitioner)     
 Petition for Termination 

Saul, 14 

 
FRANCIS REED, mother, is Petitioner. 

 

VERA RUBIO, paternal grandmother, was 

appointed guardian of the person on 

10/08/09. 

 

Father: SAUL ORNELAS, III 

 

Paternal grandfather: SAUL ORNELAS, JR. 

 

Maternal grandfather: JOHN REED 

Maternal grandmother: GRACE REED 

 

Sibling: JOSEPH MORA 

 

Petitioner states that the guardian has 

stated that she is fit to have her sons 

back in her care.   

 

Court Investigator Jennifer Young filed a 

report on – NEED REPORT. 
 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Proof of service attached to the 

Notice of Hearing filed 01/14/13 

at 12:37 states that Grace Reed 

was personally served on 

01/14/13 at 2:00 pm (after the 

proof of service was filed).  Need 

clarification as to whether this is a 

mistake on the time. 

 

2. Need proof of service by mail at 

least 15 days before the hearing 

of Notice of Hearing with a copy 

of the Petition for Termination or 

Declaration of Due Diligence or 

Consent & Waiver of Notice for: 

- Saul Ornelas, III (father) 

- Saul Ornelas, Jr. (paternal 

grandfather) 

- John Reed (maternal 

grandfather) 

- Joseph Mora (brother, if 12 or 

over) 

 

3. Need CI report and Clearances – 

CI to provide. 

Maximus, 11 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 19, 2013 

10 Jacob Martin Elias Farino (GUARD/P) Case No. 12CEPR01138 
 Atty Jarvis, Carol  V  (pro per Petitioner/maternal grandmother) 

 Atty Farino, Danyell    (pro per Petitioner/maternal step-grandmother) 

 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 1510) 

 

Age: 2 years TEMPORARY EXPIRES ON 3/19/13 

 

DANYELL FARINO, maternal step-

grandmother, and CAROLE JARVIS, 

maternal grandmother, are 

petitioners.  

 

Father: UNKNOWN – court dispensed 

with notice per minute order dated 

1/3/2013. 

 

Mother: ALEXANDRIA FARINO 

 

Paternal grandparents: Unknown 

Maternal grandfather: Jon B. Farino 

 

Petitioners state mother is currently 

using drugs.  The child has been 

residing with them due to the 

mother’s inability to care for the 

child. Mom is extremely violent and 

makes threats to harm herself or 

others.   

 

Court Investigator Jennifer Daniel’s 

Report filed on 2/13/13.   

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 2/19/13.  Minute order 

states the Court informs petitioners that 

mother needs to be served and proof 

filed or declaration of due diligence 

filed.  As of 3/12/13 no additional 

documents have been filed and the 

following issues remain:  

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing.  
 

2. Need proof of personal service of the 

Notice of Hearing along with a copy 

of the Petition or Consent and Waiver 

of Notice of Declaration of Due 

Diligence for: 

a. Alexandria Farino (mother) 
 

3. Need proof of service of the Notice 

of Hearing along with a copy of the 

petition or Consent and Waiver of 

Notice or Declaration of Due 

Diligence on: 

a. Paternal grandparents 

b. Jon B. Farino (maternal 

grandfather) 
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