
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

 

ATTENTION 
 

Probate cases on this calendar are currently under review by the probate 

examiners.  Review of some probate cases may not be completed and 

therefore have not been posted.   

 

If your probate case has not been posted please check back again later.  

 

Thank you for your patience. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

 

1 Rosa Linda Larssen (CONS/PE) Case No. 0321261 

 
 Atty Amador, Catherine A. (for Petitioner Sylvia JP Gonzalez) 

 

 (1) Thirteenth Account and Report of Successor Co-Conservator and (2) Petition  

 for Allowance of Fees to Conservator 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED TO 1/20/2015 
Per attorney request 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

 

6 Steven M. Nichols (Estate) Case No. 14CEPR00665 
 Atty Petty, Teresa B (for Margaret Nichols – Administrator)  

 Probate Status Hearing Re: Filing Inventory & Appraisal 

DOD: 04/20/2014 MARGARET NICHOLS, spouse, was 

appointed Administrator with full IAEA 

authority without bond on 09/02/2014.   

 

Letters issued on 09/03/2014.   

 

Partial No. 1 Inventory and Appraisal 

filed 10/22/2014 shows an estate valued 

at $275,000.00.  

 

Minute Order of 09/02/2014 set this 

status hearing for the filing of the 

Inventory and Appraisal.   

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Final Inventory and 

Appraisal or current written status 

report pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 

which states in all matters set for 

status hearing verified status 

reports must be filed no later than 

10 days before the hearing.  

Status Reports must comply with 

the applicable code 

requirements.  Notice of the status 

hearing, together with a copy of 

the Status Report shall be served 

on all necessary parties.   
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

 

 7 Ruth E. Ragsdale (Estate) Case No. 14CEPR01021 
 Atty Guerrero, Danielle R. (Janet Diane Kramer – Petitioner –Daughter)  

 Petition for Probate of Will and for Letters Testamentary; Authorization to  

 Administer Under IAEA (Prob. C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: 10/16/2013 JANET DIANE KRAMER, 

daughter/named Executor without 

bond, is petitioner.  

 

Full IAEA – o.k.  

 

Will dated: 02/24/1989  

 

Residence: Fresno  

Publication: The Business Journal  

 

Estimated Value of the Estate:  

Real property  -  $210,000.00 

 

Probate Referee: Rick Smith  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Note: If the petition is granted status 

hearings will be set as follows:  

• Tuesday, 05/05/2015 at 

9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for the filing 

of the inventory and appraisal 

and  

• Tuesday, 03/01/2016 at 

9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for the filing 

of the first account and final 

distribution.   

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the required 

documents are filed 10 days prior to the 

hearings on the matter the status hearing 

will come off calendar and no 

appearance will be required.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

 

8 Hernandez Family Trust January 24, 1996 Case No. 14CEPR01032 
 Atty GROMIS, DAVID (for Gidalthi V. Pando – trustee/Petitioner)      
 Petition for Determination of Property Belonging to Trust 

Israel DOD: 12/15/12 GIDALTHI V. PANDO, trustee, is Petitioner. 

 

Petitioner states: 

1. ISRAEL HERNANDEZ and MARIA ELISA 

HERNANDEZ, were married on 

08/31/39, neither owned any 

separate property interests at the 

time they were married and all assets 

owned by them were acquired 

during their marriage and were 

community property. 

2. On 01/24/96, ISRAEL HERNANDEZ and 

MARIA ELISA HERNANDEZ established 

the HERNANDEZ FAMILY TRUST (the 

“Trust”).  Israel and Maria were the 

initial trustees of the Trust. 

3. On 11/12/12, Israel and Maria signed 

a Restatement of the Trust wherein 

Gidalthi V. Pando was added as a 

co-trustee along with Israel and 

Maria. 

4. Israel died on 12/15/12.  Maria is alive 

and lives with her daughter Ada 

Flores in San Mateo.  In light of the 

health of Maria, she resigned as co-

trustee on 02/02/13 and Gidalthi 

Pando has served as the sole trustee 

since then. 

5. Article I of the Restatement indicates 

that all of the property described in 

Exhibit A shall constitute the “Trust 

Estate”.  Exhibit A lists the following 

property: A. Residence located at 

590 W. Alluvial in Clovis, B. 

Miscellaneous Accounts at Bank of 

America, C. Miscellaneous Personal 

Property Items. 

6. Israel died 33 days after the 

restatement was signed.  Title to the 

real property at 590 W. Alluvial, Clovis 

did not transfer to the Trust as of the 

date of Israel’s death.  Title to the 

property was held in joint tenancy.   

Continued on Page 2 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Order. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

 

 8 Hernandez Family Trust January 24, 1996 Case No. 14CEPR01032 
Page 2 

7. Titles to the Bank of America accounts were also not transferred to the Trust.  From the 04/15/14 

statement, title to the Bank of America accounts appear to be held in joint tenancy between Israel 

and Maria, however, in July 2014, Petitioner checked with Bank of America when one co the CD’s 

was maturing and according to the bank titles to 4 CD’s are held in Israel’s name only rather than in 

joint tenancy with Maria.  The 4 CD’s value totals $176,808.57. 
8. With their reference in Exhibit A attached to the Restatement of the Trust signed 11/12/12, Israel and 

Maria intended all of the Bank of America accounts to be assets of the Trust. A written Declaration of 

Trust, by itself, is sufficient to create a Trust in the 4 Bank of America Certificate of Deposit accounts.  

In order to allow these accounts to be administered in the Trust without the expense and delay of the 

probate in the Estate of Israel Hernandez, Petitioner requests an Order confirming that the 4 Bank of 

America C.D. accounts belong to the Trust. 
9. Israel Hernandez also executed a “pour-over” will on 01/24/96 that provides that all assets will pass to 

the Trust.   
 
Petitioner prays for an Order: 

1. Confirming and determining that Israel Hernandez’s 100% interest in Bank of America C.D. 

Accounts Nos. ending in 0275, 8872, 0143 and 0414 is community property and is owned by 

Gidalthi V. Pando, Trustee of the Hernandez Family Trust dated 1/24/96. 

  

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

 

9 Charles M. Helsel (Spousal) Case No. 14CEPR01040 
 Atty Helsel, Jason A. (for Deborah Helsel – Petitioner)   

 Spousal or Domestic Partner Property Petition (Prob. C. 13650) 

Age:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

OFF CALENDAR. 

DISMISSAL ENTERED ON 

12/15/2014. 

DOD: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

 

10 Steven Y. Oda (Estate) Case No. 14CEPR01056 
 Atty Gunner, Kevin D. (for Karen Ward – Petitioner – Sister)    

 Petition for Probate of Will and for Letters of Administration; Authorization to  

 Administer Under IAEA (Prob. C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: 08/30/2014   KAREN WARD, sister is petitioner and 

requests appointment as Administrator 

without bond.   

 

All heirs nominate petitioner and waive 

bond.   

 

Full IAEA – o.k.  

 

Decedent died intestate 

 

Residence: Reedley  

Publication: The Reedley Exponent 

 

Estimated value of the Estate: 

Personal property  -  $101,000.00 

Real Property  -  $100,000.00 

Total    -  $201,000.00 

 

Probate Referee: Steven Diebert  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Note: If the petition is granted status 

hearings will be set as follows:  

• Tuesday, 05/05/2015 at 

9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for the filing 

of the inventory and appraisal 

and  

• Tuesday, 03/01/2016 at 

9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for the filing 

of the first account and final 

distribution.   

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the required 

documents are filed 10 days prior to the 

hearings on the matter the status hearing 

will come off calendar and no 

appearance will be required.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

 

 14 In Re: James O. Hamilton Living Trust Case No. 13CEPR00489 
 Atty Sciver, Kurt Van (for Jamie Starr Hamilton Thomas – beneficiary/Petitioner)  

Atty Pimentel, Paul J. (for Gary Hamilton – Trustee/Objector)    
 Status Hearing Re: Settlement Agreement 

 On 06/03/13 JAMIE STARR HAMILTON THOMAS, 
beneficiary, filed a Verified Petition for (1) 
Removal of Trustee; (2) Accounting; (3) 
Surcharge; and (4) Approval of Attorney Fees.  
The matter was continued numerous times and a 
settlement conference was set for 05/12/14. 
 
On 04/14/14, JAMIE STARR HAMILTON THOMAS, 
filed an Ex Parte Petition to Remove Gary 
Hamilton as Trustee and Appoint Interim Trustee 
Pending Final Hearing.  The matter was set for 
hearing.  Minute Order from 04/29/14 vacated 
the Settlement Conference set for 05/12/14 and 
Evidentiary hearing that was set for 06/16/14.  The 
matter was continued and status hearings were 
held. On 08/21/14 the Ex Parte Petition was 
dismissed. 
 
On 10/28/14, a Settlement Conference was held.  
Minute Order from hearing on 10/28/14 set this 
matter for a status hearing and states: Also 
present in court is Allen Thomas.  Parties engage 
in settlement discussions with the Court.  Matter 
resolved.  Parties agree that Gary Hamilton will 
resign as trustee and Bruce Bickel will be 
appointed as successor trustee.  Parties further 
agree that Bruce Bickel will review the 
accounting prepared by the prior trustee.  Bruce 
Bickel will be authorized to make any 
recommendations regarding prior actions of the 
trustee.  Jamie Thomas will be bound by the acts 
of the successor trustee as set forth by the Court 
and Mr. Milnes will withdraw his petition.  Further 
terms and conditions of the agreement are as set 
forth by the Court.  Upon inquiry by the Court, 
each party individually agrees to the terms and 
conditions of the settlement.  Mr. Milnes is 
directed to prepare the agreement by no later 
than 11/12/14.  Mr. Pimentel will have two weeks 
thereafter to review and execute said 
agreement.   

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED FROM 12/02/14 

Minute Order from 12/02/14 

states: A third draft of an 

agreement was submitted to 

Mr. Pimentel this morning by 

Mr. Milnes.  Both attorneys 

represent that their clients will 

now sign.  If the agreement is 

filed by 01/02/15, then no 

appearance is necessary on 

1/06/15. 

 

1. Need status update 

regarding settlement 

agreement. 

 

As of 12/18/14, nothing further 

has been filed in this matter. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

 

 15 Phyllis A. Pelletier (Estate) Case No. 14CEPR00577 
 Atty Roberts, Gregory J. (for Michael Freely – Executor)  

 Status Hearing Re: Filing of the Inventory and Appraisal 

DOD: 02/10/2014  MICHAEL FREELY, cousin was appointed 

Executor with full IAEA with bond set at 

$400,000.00.   

 

Receipt of Bond in the amount of 

$400,000.00 was filed on 09/04/2014.  

 

Letters issued on 09/10/2014. 

 

Minute Order of 08/05/2014 set this 

Status Hearing for the filing of the 

Inventory and Appraisal.   

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Inventory and Appraisal or 

current written status report 

pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 which 

states in all matters set for status 

hearing verified status reports 

must be filed no later than 10 

days before the hearing.  Status 

Reports must comply with the 

applicable code requirements.  

Notice of the status hearing, 

together with a copy of the Status 

Report shall be served on all 

necessary parties.   
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

 

16A Gabriel Carrillo, Valerie Perez, Daniel Perez, Ebony Perez (GUARD/P) 
 Case No. 08CEPR00913 

 Atty Rodriguez, Maria Eloisa (pro per – paternal aunt/Petitioner)   

 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 1510)  

Valerie, age 13 

 

TEMPORARY EXPIRES 01/06/15 
 

MARIA ELOISA RODRIGUEZ, Paternal Aunt, is 
Petitioner.  
 
Father: ANGEL PEREZ - Personally served 9-17-
14; Consents and waiver of notice filed 
11/10/14 
 
Mother: ENEDINA CARRILLO - Personally served 
9-17-14; Consent & Waiver of Notice filed 
11/10/14 
 
Paternal Grandf ather: UNKNOWN – Court 
dispensed with notice on 11/18/14 
Paternal Grandmother: SARA LOY 
- Consents and waives notice 
 
Maternal Grandfather: UNKNOWN – Court 
dispensed with notice on 11/18/14 
Maternal Grandmother: NORA CARRILLO 
- Personally served 9-17-14 
 
Minor Valerie Perez was personally served 9-
17-14; Consents and waives notice 
 
Petitioner states the parents are not stable. 
Valerie and Daniel stay with their 
grandmother Nora. The mother leaves for 
days at a time with Ebony. The father is aware 
that the mother is living at another address 
with just her and Ebony. The mother may have 
a substance abuse problem. The children are 
left alone at times without supervision. The 
father is unable to care for the children at this 
time due to his living arrangement. The father 
has asked Petitioner to act as guardian while 
the parents get situated. 
 
Court Investigator Dina Calvillo filed a report 
on 11/10/14.   

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
CONTINUED FROM 11/18/14 
Minute Order from 11/18/14 
states: Angel Perez, father, states 
he does not know if his father is 
alive or his possible 
whereabouts, and Enedina 
Carrillo, mother, states her father 
is Nick Carrillo and his 
whereabouts are unknown.  The 
Court dispenses with notice as to 
both unless or until their 
whereabouts become known.  
The Court orders any objections 
must be filed by 12/31/14.  
Furthermore, the children may 
be picked up by Petitioner 
today at 4pm from Nora 
Carrillo’s home, along with 
clothes and personal items that 
the minors wish to take.  
Temporary letters are to issue to 
Maria Eloisa Rodriguez forthwith. 
  
Note: This petition is for minors 
Valerie, Daniel, and Ebony only. 
Maternal Uncle Nicholas Carrillo, 
Jr., was appointed Guardian of 
the minor Gabriel Carrillo on 11-
6-13. 
 
Note: Petitioner resides in Tulare, 
CA.  The children have been 
residing in Fresno County with 
their maternal grandmother and 
mother. 
 
 

Daniel, age 10 

 

Ebony, age 5 
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 22 Richard Campbell Jr. (GUARD/P) Case No. 14CEPR00977 
 Atty Johnson, Willie M (pro per Petitioner/maternal aunt) 

 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 1510) 

Age: 2 months There is no Temporary 

 

WILLIE MAE JOHNSON, maternal aunt, is 

petitioner.  

 

Father: RICHARD CAMPBELL, SR. – 

consents and waives notice.  

 

Mother: JAHADRAH JOHNSON – 

consents and waives notice.  

 

Paternal grandfather: Narvel Boston 

Paternal grandmother: Selestine 

Campbell 

Maternal grandfather: Lodie Caldwell 

Maternal grandmother: Rosalind 

Caldwell 

 

Petitioner states she would like 

placement of the child as a safety plan 

in lieu of foster care until Jahadrah and 

Richard are found capable of caring 

for baby Richard.  

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

2. Need proof of service of the 

Notice of Hearing or Consent and 

Waiver of Notice or Declaration 

of Due Diligence on: 

a. Narvel Boston (paternal 

grandfather) 

b. Selestine Campbell (paternal 

grandmother) 

c. Lodie Caldwell (maternal 

grandfather) 

d. Rosalind Caldwell (maternal 

grandmother) 

 

 

Court Investigator Samantha Henson 

to provide: 

 

1. Court Investigator Report 

2. Clearances 
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