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MAR 2 5 2020

FRESNO COUNTY SUPERIOR
By

D)

COURT

0
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF FRESNO

ORDER TEMPORARILY SUSPENDING
IN-PERSON VISITATION BETWEEN
FOSTER CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS
OR GUARDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF:

REQUEST BY HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES AGENCY, CHILD WELFARE
SERVICES, FOR TEMPORARY
SUSPENSION OF IN-PERSON VISITATION
BETWEEN FOSTER CHILDREN AND THEIR
PARENTS OR GUARDIANS
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Due to the COVID-19 national and global health emergency, proclamations of such
emergency made by the United States federal government, through President Donald Trump
“Shelter in Place” orders made by the City of Fresno, through Mayor Lee Brand, and the State
of California, through Governor Gavin Newsom, it has been determined that the conditions
described in Section 68115 of the Government Code are met with regard to the Superior Court
of California, in and for the County of Fresno.

Accordingly, pursuant to its authority under Welfare and Institutions Code ("“WIC")
sections 202, 300.2 and 362, the latter in particular giving the court the authority to make all
reasonable orders for the care, support and healthy maintenance of the child, and at the request
of the Fresno County Department of Social Services, Child Welfare Division (hereinafter,
‘Department”), the Fresno County Juvenile Dependency Court, through its Supervising Judge,
Brian M. Arax, and under the scope of the California Government Code Section 68115

declaration made by the Presiding Judge of the Fresno County Superior Court, Arlan Harrell
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and enabled by order of California Supreme Court Justice Tani Cantil-Sakuye, hereby makes
the following Order regarding the children who are subject to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court
and who are in out-of-home placement, effective immediately upon its issuance, such Order to
expire at 12 midnight on Friday, April 30, 2020, subject to renewal according to officially
recognized ongoing public health emergency:

In-person reasonable supervised visitation and unsupervised visitation between
all foster children and their parents or guardians or other family members that has to
date been ordered by a sitting judicial officer of this County is hereby suspended. In its
place, the Department is directed to facilitate all practical and reasonable means to
continue communication between parent and child, to include letter and gift exchange
and reasonable, supervised telephonic and electronic visitation, including “Skype” and
“FaceTime” visitation.

This order shall not affect any other form of visitation afforded parents and children, to
Wit: so-called “liberal” and “extended” visitation, as these forms of visitation do not of necessity
involve massed gatherings or people in a public place. The Department is herein authorized to
place such reasonable limitations upon these other forms of visitation as may be necessary to
ensure the health and safety of foster children and the public at large. For example, visitation
may be conditioned up limiting parents’ ability to take children out in public where 10 or more
people may gather in a confined or physically proximate space and may direct parents to insist
on ‘social distancing’ of a minimum of 6’ between children and all others but parents. If the
Department is of the belief that parents in any individual circumstance are incapable of following
such reasonable directives and limitations, the Department is authorized to cease such visitation|
and revert, during the time of the Emergency only, to the remote forms of visitation described
above.

In carrying out this order and exercising the remaining visitation discretion given to the
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Department, the Court directs the Department to reference the March 21, 2020 “All County
Letter’, particularly, p. 9 of 17 of that letter, for guidance in carrying out that visitation. Particular
consideration is to be given to maintaining the bond between parents and children under the
age of 3, exploring all reasonable alternative forms of communication, to enhancing the
frequency of telephonic and electronic and social media communication beyond one or two
times per week, to advance those parents doing well on liberal visitation to extended visitation,
and any and all other appropriate measures to maximize reunification potential of all families
and maintain bond between all children and their respective parents.

This Order is not intended to replace, nullify, or conflict with any existing policies of the

Department or any other public or private agency.

IT IS SO ORDERED:

|
DATED: _3-2S8 -2 BY: e e W

/
HON. BRIAN M. ARAX
JUDGE, FRESNO COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT




