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Fresno Superior Court Announces New CEO 

 
The judges of the Fresno Superior Court have announced the appointment of Sheran L. Morton as 
Court Executive Officer, Clerk of the Court, and Jury Commissioner.  Morton has been the Acting 
CEO since Tamara Beard retired in December 2012. 
 
In her 27-year career with the Fresno Superior Court, Morton has held a variety of leadership 
positions and has also been an instructor for the Court Clerk Training Institute in a number of areas.  
She started as the first and only paralegal assigned to the Family Law Department. She was later 
promoted to the positions of Supervising Court Examiner, Manager of the Family Law Department, 
the Court’s first Juvenile Court Administrator, and Director of Operations.  In 2008, she became the 
Assistant Court Executive Officer directly responsible for the Human Resources, Criminal, Civil, and 
Traffic divisions.  Under her management, these areas have maintained or enhanced public services 
despite shrinking state funding.  
 
Morton has a Bachelor of Science in Business Management and a Master’s Certificate in Judicial 
Administration from California State University, Sacramento.  
 
Presiding Judge Gary Hoff noted that Morton’s vast experience and comprehensive knowledge of the 
court system make her the right leader for a court facing difficult times. “Sheran Morton’s unwavering 
commitment to the people of Fresno County will ensure that each person and every program at the 
court strives to deliver exceptional public service,” Hoff said. 
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